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Elsewhere in Québec, the pont Rouge of Ste-Agathe de Lotbiniére recently received repairs to the tune of
about $140,000 and is once again open for traffic (61-44-01). The bridge spans Palmer River in a scenic site
over a waterfall. The McDermott Bridge of Eaton is closed, and we have no news on proposed repairs, but
it appears to have been suffering from a damaged chord for a long time (61-18-06). Perreault Bridge, the big
495-footer over the Chaudicre at Notre-Dame-des-Pins in the Beauce region, has been beautifully restored as
part of a recreational trail coming out from nearby Ville St-Georges (61-06-01).

Bad news from Matane—the Coulée-Carrier Bridge was destroyed by a flood over the night of November
16-17, 2007 (61-42-03). The Gaspé Peninsula has seen much flooding recently, and the bridge had already
been damaged by high water two years ago. It was bypassed over thirty years ago and was not in service.
There were plans to move it to a more secure location in Matane, but funds had not yet been raised. The
Transports Ministry was eager to see it gone, because if it went out in a flood, it might damage or destroy the
adjacent modern bridge. We have not heard what did happen to the modern bridge, but at any rate, the
covered bridge is now gone. This was the longest single span covered bridge existing in Québec, at 178’
total length. Thanks to Gerald Arbour for Québec news.

CHINA: As noted above in the President’s Message, Professor Ronald G. Knapp of the State University of
New York at New Paltz spoke on Chinese covered bridges at the NSPCB Annual Meeting. He has surely
seen more of these structures than any other Westerner or, for that matter, than nearly any Chinese citizen.
He believes that the estimate of 3,000 covered bridges in China may be overstated, but says there may well
be over a thousand. Nearly all are for foot traffic only, as they are in remote places where powered vehicles
are not used. - Some of them are of stone, and those are not covered bridges of the American or European
type. The main reason why Chinese bridges are covered is to add solidity; architectural thought emphasizes
a heavy roof as a means of tying a structure together and holding it down. The bridges have an important
cultural place in the regions where they are found.

Professor Knapp attended a large conference in China on covered bridges last September; also attending
were Terry Miller and his wife. Efforts are underway to have several Chinese counties designated a
UNESCO World Heritage Site for historic wooden bridges.

NEWS OF NEW COVERED BRIDGES, SOCIETY BUSINESS, AND OTHER SUBJECTS

PROGRESS REPORT on what will be America’s newest covered bridge—and also the BIGGEST,
LONGEST, AND HIGHEST ABOVE WATER (news sent by Donald Wiech): The building of the
newest covered bridge in Ashtabula County, Ohio is finally coming to reality. This bridge was being talked
about at the dedication of the Netcher Road covered bridge in 1999. As we can see it has taken a long time
for this project to some to reality. Many factors have come into play. One of the most important is the
financial aspect. This is a big project, because the road is being relocated. The old road went down into the
valley, where the Ashtabula River was once crossed by the Crooked Gulf covered bridge (35-04-01) which
was gone in 1948. In order to acquire the funds, an application was sent for around seven and a half million
dollars. Also the county and the state had to contribute funds. So this is a huge undertaking.

To receive the funds, environmental studies had to be done. This had to be a tedious and time consuming
project because some of the valley had to be filled with dirt to straighten out the approach to the new bridge.
New piers and abutments have been built on this new alignment. The piers are seventy-five feet above the
riverbed and are an impressive sight to behold. The bridge is going to handle two-way traffic at a length of
600 feet. For anyone interested in directions to the new bridge site, they are as follows. From either
direction on Interstate 90, exit on Ohio Route 11 and proceed north. Exit at the first exit, Seven Hills Road.
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NEW YORK: Beaverkill Bridge is now on both the State and National Registers of Historic Places (32-53-
02), thanks to the diligent work of the group, Friends of the Beaverkill.

Meanwhile, the Jay Bridge in Essex County was officially re-opened (for pedestrian traffic) on October 14,
2007, after a long-awaited restoration—it had been closed for ten years (32-16-01). More than 200 people
attended the re-opening ceremonies.

MASSACHUSETTS: The long-neglected Arthur Smith Bridge of Colrain has been replaced with an
entirely new covered bridge, similar in appearance to the old one, but using only a few of the old timbers
(21-06-03). We understand that the Burkville Bridge of Conway has received much modern reinforcement
and that much of the old timber has been replaced (21-06-01).

In the early 1960s the picturesque Jewett Bridge of East Pepperell (21-09-01) was replaced with a covered
bridge of modern design which, although well intentioned, was decidedly not an artistic triumph. It proved
to be no engineering triumph either, and already needs to be replaced. Another modern covered bridge will
take its place at a cost of §7.9 million if this is not a misprint. Thanks to Trish Kane for the news.

NEW HAMPSHIRE: The three covered bridges of Bath will all be seeing work. The big bridge at Bath
village began to sag because scour from flooding undermined one of the piers, exposing the timber cribbing
under the stonework, which then began to rot (29-05-03). Swiftwater Bridge, which recently received a
major overhaul, was later seriously damaged by overweight vehicles—probably gravel trucks from a nearby
pit (29-05-02). And work is underway at the Haverhill-Bath Bridge of Woodsville, closed since being
bypassed in 1999 (29-05-04). The scope of this project has been scaled back due to funding concerns, but
this may be a good thing, as preservationists had feared major replacement of original timber here. James
Garvin, who sends this news, notes that some of the floor beams at Haverhill-Bath Bridge show marks of an
up-and-down saw, as do many of the roofer boards, indicating that they are probably original from the 1829
construction. It is rare to find these parts original, all the more so because this bridge is so old, and it is
highly significant as the nation’s oldest existing Town lattice truss.

Sawyer’s Crossing Bridge of Swanzey will need some cosmetic work, as its portal was recently damaged—
just after having been painted, notes Trish Kane (29-03-05).

MAINE: The Sunday River Bridge of Newry is frequently used for weddings in the summer (19-09-04).

NEW BRUNSWICK: The famous covered bridge on the Saint John River at Hartland, longest in the
world, has been closed after a major structural problem was found (55-02-07). A temporary repair is
expected to be made shortly after the new year, with more thorough work to be done come spring. The
modern bridge on the Trans Canada Highway just north of town also needs work, but that project must wait
until the covered bridge is again usable as an alternate route. Thanks to Trish Kane for this news.

QUEBEC: Emery Sicard Bridge, at St-Maurice de Dalquier (now part of the City of Amos) in the Abitibi
region, has been closed due to structural damage (61-01-22). Residents are faced with a long detour through
downtown Amos to get to the other side of the Harricana River, and we hope repairs will be made soon. A
local farmer has the majority of his hay fields on the other side of the bridge from his farm; the river is one
of the largest in the area and is not fordable.
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Total cost of the project was $1,061,800, paid under a federal grant for which the County Engineers
Association of Ohio had applied. The bridge was built in 1831, and the sidewalk was added in 1921, but the
restoration aimed at the 1943 appearance of the bridge.

In Preble County, work was scheduled to begin in December 2007 to repair the Christman and Harshman
covered bridges (35-68-12; -03). The projects are expected to take four months each, and the bridges are
closed in the meantime. Beginning then in April 2008, repairs are scheduled for the Geeting and Warnke
covered bridges (35-68-13; -14). Thanks to Trish Kane for this news.

KENTUCKY: Restoration work continues on the Johnson Creek Bridge of Robertson County (17-101-01),
according to photos provided by Melissa Jurgensen. The bridge was supported from inside by steel trusses
inserted under the roof. However, progress may temporarily stop for lack of funds. Application had been
made through the Federal Highway Administration for a grant from the National Historic Covered Bridge
Preservation Program (“Jeffords Bill”), but the bridge was not accepted in the 2007 list. The Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet has applied again, and hopes to receive funds in 2008.

SOUTH CAROLINA AND GEORGIA: Howard Rogers tells of photos of a previously unknown covered
railroad bridge over the Savannah River between Augusta, Richmond County, Georgia, and North Augusta,
Aiken County, South Carolina. It served the South Carolina Railroad and the photos show it during a flood
in 1888. The portal has a partial set of decorative steps reminiscent of certain covered bridges in Berks
County, Pennsylvania such as Kutz Mill Bridge. Source of the photos is an Arcadia “Images of America”
book Augusta, Surviving Disaster by Misty A. Tilson, published in 2002; pages 27 and 124. Arcadia has
published a vast number of books in this series, and many of them have the occasional long-lost covered
bridge photo—surely there are more discoveries to be made. Mr. Rogers also notes a website (www.arete-
designs.com/Schultz) in which more photos can be seen; it appears there may have been two covered
railroad bridges here.

VIRGINIA: Patrick County has received a $227,000 grant to assist in rehabilitating Jack’s Creek Bridge
(46-68-02) and hopes to receive another grant next year for Bob White Bridge (46-68-01), reports Trish
Kane. She also sends news from Delaware, Pennsylvania, and New York as follows:

DELAWARE: The Ashland Bridge over Red Clay Creek in New Castle County (08-02-02) is receiving
work to the tune of $434,436. The report also mentions that the nearby Wooddale Bridge (08-02-04) is
being rebuilt after flood damage in 2003. At the time, reports said that Wooddale Bridge had been
completely destroyed. Can anyone tell us exactly what is going on here? Is this an all-new bridge?

PENNSYLVANIA: Four young men, plus a juvenile, were recently sentenced for their arson attempt in
May 2007 on Knecht’s Bridge of Bucks County (38-09-02), which fortunately was unsuccessful. They also
set fires at several other nearby locations. We are sorry to learn that two of them were volunteer firefighters.
Prison terms vary according to previous criminal records, but they average one to two years, plus probation
and community service. Drug use was a factor in inspiring the kicks spree. Although covered bridge arson
is mainly committed by young people, it is hardly a failing of this generation. We bave records of roughly
two hundred arson attempts going back fifty-five years. The culprits who torched the Three Mile Bridge of
Middlebury, Vermont, and the Billings Bridge of Rutland in 1952 may have been youths then, but by now
they must be in their seventies.
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a boom or dump truck with its boom or bed raised (others are the Depot Bridge of Pittsford, Vermont, and
the L.eaman Place Bridge of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania).

Restoration is finishing up at the Ritner Creek Bridge in Polk County (37-27-01). The original style of
arched portal is to be rebuilt. This bridge was bypassed and moved slightly aside in 1976, but until then was
the last covered bridge in service on an Oregon state highway (Route 223). Work here is being done by
KLM Construction of Puyallup, Washington, which recently did work on the Harris Bridge in Benton
County (37-02-04). The company’s construction superintendent is Myron Grow, and we wonder if he is
related to the famous Utah bridge builder Henry Grow? ‘

There is still much discussion of the future of the long-abandoned Chambers Railroad Bridge at Cottage
Grove in Lane County (37-20-40). It has been in poor condition for decades and would be costly to restore,
but is of high significance as the last fully-covered railroad bridge in the West. Meanwhile in the southern
part of the state, work has begun on a new covered bridge at Wimer in Jackson County, to replace the old
one that collapsed a few years ago (37-15-05), but the design will probably be different.

INDIANA: Jackson Bridge in Parke County was officially re-opened to traffic on October 10, 2007 after a
thorough restoration by bridge wright Amos Schwartz (14-61-28; see Roger Grover’s photos of the work in
progress in Topics for Fall 2007, page 15). Cost of the work was $1.4 million.

Also in Parke County, there are plans to move the State Sanatorium Bridge (14-61-38) to the site of the
former Adams/Jessup Bridge (14-61-06) which was lost to a flood in 1989. State Sanatorium Bridge has
been abandoned for a long time and is in need of much work. The bridge dates from 1913 and originally
was used as a service entrance to bring coal to the Sanatorium, according to the October 31 issue of the
Parke County Sentinel. But there is no prospect of further service at the present site, and there has been
vandalism in the area. The move has been planned since 2000, but was awaiting funding, which recently
came through from the National Historic Covered Bridge Preservation Program (“Jeffords Bill”); the county
will pay 20% of the cost. Meanwhile, since the loss of the Adams/Jessup Bridge, a concrete ford has served
that site. County highway superintendent Randy Norman would like to keep the ford in place as an alternate
route for overweight vehicles, while the state Department of Natural Resources wants it removed. Once this
disagreement is resolved, hopes are that the work will begin in April 2008 and be completed by September
2009. If all goes as planned, this will be the third old historic covered bridge on the new site. The original
Adams Bridge here (14-61-23) collapsed in 1969, and the nearby Jessup Bridge, then recently bypassed, was
moved to the site and placed in service.

Over in Owen County, the recent restoration of the Cataract Bridge has received the Indiana Historic
Preservation Award (14-60-01). Engineer Matthew Reckard of J. A. Barker Engineering, Inc. planned the
work. Mr. Reckard has also done extensive research into the history of the Smith Bridge Company, builders
of the bridge, which we hope will be published some day soon. We thank our faithful correspondent Roger
Grover of Rockville for this Indiana news.

OHIO: The Newton Falls covered bridge has recently been renovated, reports Terry Miller. This is the
famous bridge in Trumbull County with the outside sidewalk, rare outside New England (35-78-01). The
sidewalk has been rebuilt new, but most of the rest of the old bridge is still there. The contractor who won
the job found that he had seriously underbid, because there was more structural damage than had been
foreseen. Unable at the time to get change orders approved, he quit. The job was later completed by the
Righter Company, from Columbus, with Smolen Engineering offering administration and inspection service.
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Gremlins: Regardless of how careful one may be, and how watchful, sometimes, when one least expects or
wants it, a gremlin will come along to work his mischievous ways upon whatever it is that one happens to be
doing. This happened to me last quarter. Somehow or other, despite my very best intentions, I managed to
spell Marianne Cohen’s name wrong in her obituary. I hereby apologize for this stupid error, first of all to
Marianne’s many friends, but most especially to her family.

I was not, however, the only one to have been ambushed by gremlins last quarter. Our absolutely superb and
almost always impeccably accurate Recording Secretary, Joye Olson, was also waylaid, and unfortunately,
like me, not to no effect. In the minutes of our June 24™ meeting at the Contoocook Covered Railroad
Bridge, Joye has me stating that though we are a national society, our principal role is to be “a resource and
a source of information about Covered Bridges and the preservation of same, not ...[to be] a source of
funding.” That view was expressed at the June 24™ meeting, but not by me. In fact, I should dearly love for
the Society to be able to fund more Covered Bridge renovation projects than we do; unhappily, the Society’s
financial resources are strictly limited, Covered Bridge repair and stabilization schemes increasingly
expensive, and worthwhile Covered Bridge restoration projects few and far between. For those of you who
would like to see the Society take on more Covered Bridge preservation work, I would suggest making
regular contributions to the Eastman-Thomas Fund for Covered Bridge Preservation, and at the same time,
actively encouraging others to do likewise. If only we disposed of more capital, we could do ever so much
more good!!

In the meantime, Happy Bridging! Sincerely, your President, David W. Wright

NEWS OF THE OLD COVERED BRIDGES

OREGON: Bill Cockrell is hard at work on an Arcadia “Images of America” book on Oregon’s Covered
Bridges which will be out in April. He reports that the available archives on covered bridges of this state are
so rich that it is a difficult job to narrow down the choices. Noted bridge engineer Chris Leedham of the
Oregon Department of Transportation is providing many photos from that source. We eagerly await
ordering details for the book, which is expected to sell at $19.99.

Bill also notes that the Gilkey Bridge in Linn County will be repaired and returned to service in the spring
after serious damage caused by a boom truck which tried to cross with its boom raised (37-22-04). On its
way to the bridge, the boom took out several power lines over the road. After smashing about two-thirds of
the way through the covered bridge, the truck swung around and became wedged in sideways. Damage
includes most of the upper lateral bracing and also a bottom chord, a broken brace, and several bent truss
rods. Repairs are expected to cost over $200,000 and must wait for spring because it appears likely that
scaffolding needs to be placed in Thomas Creek. Linn County’s engineering department is capable of doing
the repairs, but is understaffed at the moment, so the work will be done by an outside contractor, the Oregon
Bridge Engineering Company. This is at least the third U.S covered bridge to be damaged in recent years by
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as well. Recently however, this meeting has usually been scheduled for the third Sunday of October, but
with the change from daylight saving time to standard time now occurring a couple of weeks later than
formerly, there is no longer any reason not to take advantage of the traditional date. In other words, unless
the United States Congress should decide, for considerations peculiar unto themselves, to grant us several
fewer weeks of “Summer Time,” the Annual Meeting of the National Society shall henceforth be scheduled
for the fourth Sunday of October. An additional advantage of the above mentioned date is that members of
the New York State Covered Bridge Society will no longer have to choose between going to their October
meeting, which is held on the third Sunday of the month, or, should they be so inclined, of coming to our
Annual Meeting.

In respect to this year’s Annual Meeting specifically, it was well attended, doubtlessly due to interest in or
curiosity about the recently “discovered” Chinese Covered Wooden Bridges. Ron Knapp, who has been for
over forty years an indefatigable researcher into all manner of things Chinese, gave a wonderful talk on the
subject, and was kind enough to respond to questions afterwards. 1 believe everyone had a good time; |
know I certainly did. One thing is sure: we all left the meeting much better informed than we had been
when we first arrived. By the way, I highly recommend Ron Knapp’s book on the subject of Chinese
Covered Bridges, which book is entitled, Chinese Bridges: Living Architecture from China’s Past. This
work will be available in the Spring, and further details as to how to purchase it will be included with the
Spring issue of Topics and the Newsletter.

Elections and Appointments for 2007-2008: One of the functions of the Annual Meeting is to afford
members a chance to elect the officers of the Society for the coming year. It is also the occasion on which
whoever is elected President of the Society makes the various appointments necessary so that the Society
can carry out its mission. Without further ado, the following slate of officers was elected for 2007-2008:

President ..................... David W. Wright Recording Secretary ........ Joye Olson

1™ Vice President .......... Wilbar M. Hoxie Corresponding Secretary

2" Vice President .......... Roger L. Easton and Statutory Agent ... Christine Ellsworth
3" Vice President ........... Richard Roy Treasurer ..................... David Topham
Director (3 year term) ........ Joseph S. Cohen Financial Secretary ......... Joan Topham

I made the following appointments for 2007-2008:

EditOr, TOPICS. ..o v ettt et e ettt et Joseph D. Conwill
Editors of the Newsletter ...............cccoviiniiiiiinininn Joseph D. Conwill (two issues), then Lynn Graton
Engineering ConsSuMant ..........couviiieiiniiii e et e e ee e e e e aneeanans Wilbar M. Hoxie
Director of Computer Programming ..........ocooveriiriiiiiiii i Roger L. Easton
Official HIStOTIANS ...\ttt i e et e eer e eanans Richard Roy, William Caswell
Assigning of World Guide Numbers to Existing Bridges .........coooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin e, Dan Brock

Committee to Assign World Guide Numbers to Former Covered Bridges ...........cocovviviiniiiinnnnnn,
Dan Brock, Richard Roy, David W. Wright

New World Guide Committee ............ovviiiiiiiiiiiiiia i David W. Wright, Dan Brock
Mailing CHaIIMaN ... ..ot et et e e e e a e ae e teae reneaeenaseenenens Richard Roy
Production Assistants Thereto ..........o.viviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Reuben and Nancy Adams
Membership Chairman ...........couiviiiiiii e Pauline Prideaux
Hospitality Chairman ..........oooiiiiiiiii et ee et e e e eneaeeaes Dan Brock

Acquisitions and Sales; Ways and Means; and Guide Salesman ................c.ccooveviiiiiiinneninnns June Roy
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TEMPORARY NEWSLETTER EDITOR for Winter and Spring 2008: Please send news to the Topics editor,

Joseph D. Conwill, P. O. Box 829, Rangeley, ME 04970. This is a temporary assignment, and a new Newsletter
editor is expected for the Summer 2008 issue.

SOCIETY MEETINGS for 2008

Sunday, March 23 at 1:00 pm_at the Plymouth Church, 87 Edgell Road, Framingham, Massachusetts. The
program will be a slide show from the Philippe Bonnet Collection in the society archives.

Sunday, April 27 at 1:00 pm at the Plymouth Church, again. The program will be a continuation of the
Philippe Bonnet slide show. Come see how our covered bridges looked half a century ago.

NEWSLETTER DATES

The next newsletter is scheduled for April 2008. Therefore, anyone wishing to submit photos, articles, etc.
should send them by March 15, 2008. Newspaper or magazine articles should include source information and
details (such as name of publication, date, etc.) so that proper credlt may be given. THANK YOU!

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Fellow Members, Greetings!

At the same time, let me express the hope that all of you have had Happy Holidays, and that the year 2008

shall find each and every one of you in good health, and enjoying many of the wondrous things that life has
to offer.

The President’s Message this quarter will be fairly brief, due to the press of much other business.

The Annual Meeting: The Annual Meeting this year was held on its traditional date, that is to say, on the

fourth Sunday of October, a happy arrangement since all our other meetings take place on a “fourth Sunday”




