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By: Lydia Maria Child
Over the river, and through the wood, Over therriand through the wood,
To Grandfather’s house we go; To see littlenJaitd Ann;
The horse knows the way We will kiss them all,
To carry the sleigh And play snowball,
Through the white and drifted snow. And stayoag as we can.
Over the river, and through the wood, Over therr and through the wood,
To Grandfather's house away! Trot fast my daggphy!
We would not stop Spring over the ground,
For doll or top, Like a hunting-hound,
For it is Thanksgiving Day. For it is Thanksigiy Day!
Over the river, and through the wood, Over thery and through the wood,
Oh, how the wind does blow, And straight thriotige barnyard gate;
It stings the toes, We seem to go
And bites the nose, Extremely slow,
As over the ground we go. It is so hard to wait
Over the river, and through the wood, Over therr and through the wood —
With a clear blue winter sky, Old Jowler heaws bells;
The dogs do bark, He shakes his pow, [sic]
And children hark, With a loud bow-wow,
As we go jingling by. And thus the news héstel
Over the river, and through the wood, Over thery and through the wood —
To have a first-rate play - When Grandmothesses come,
Hear the bells ring She will say, Oh dear,
Ting a ling ding, The children are here,
Hurra for Thanksgiving Day! Bring a pie for eyene.
Over the river, and through the woed Over the river, and through the woed
No matter for winds that blow; Now Grandmotisezap | spy!
Or if we get Hurra for the fun!
The sleigh upset Is the pudding done?
Into a bank of snow. Hurra for the pumpkin! pie
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How many times have we all seen or heard the wofdbe
Thanksgiving Day poem found on the cover of thisartgr's
Newsletter? We all probably know it better as “Ovlee River and
Through the Wood”. It was written in 1844 by Lydvaaria Child for a
children’s book of poemsg' ( , with the setting
somewhere in New England. While the many verseshisf poem
never say anything about a “covered” bridge | thimost of us
probably can envision the scene of a horse-draeiglsigliding along
the snow on a wooded country road as it leavesdkier of a wooden
bridge behind, its occupants bundled together. Nakant you that
those living in regions that normally do not seevemay find this a bit
harder to imagine, but nevertheless, the imagds sneisioned scenes
can bring many folks a feeling of family closenassl warmth, fun and
laughter, festive gatherings with friends, and thany other good
things we tend to share as the Holiday Season appes.

With the fall’s endless palette of color again agwhing with
unbelievable speed, together with the always unerpepossibility of
an early snow (with the heat and drought this yieanjght actually be
welcomed), try to take some time and visit one asrenof our
wondrous covered bridges and enjoy the spectacleatire’s beauty
surrounding these marvelous structures of ourspasime as old as the
Newsletter's cover poem! Most of us haven’t forgatthose words we
often sing so let us not forget the importance wf @overed bridges -
one of which may very well have inspired the waia¢hat poem.

To those of you who are journeying on the KentuGkyo
Covered Bridge Safari, | believe a great time Ww#l had by all. For
those of you who did not attend, | hope you haweetto check out the
many other self-guided tours available near youafaveekend trip or
just a one-day adventure. With an overnite bagust @ picnic lunch,
and your camera (or iPhone), investigate and eanjdyt of covered
bridge history near you! (Send along your stoaied photos, too!)

Though perhaps a bit early, | would like to wishegwone -
members, families and friends - the best of thea@eao matter if, or
how, you celebrate, and trust that the 2017 wilkinel to us all.

Hit

)**

The next Newsletter is scheduled to be mailed ineD#er. Therefore, anyone wishing to submit asichould
send them to the Editor ljyovember 15, 2016.Please noteiit is requested that your information be typed or
printed on plain white paper, including proper d@r@fformation (newspaper, magazine, or web site).e and sent

via U. S. Malil to:

Rob Mitchell, NSPCB Newskat Editor, P. O. Box 375, Marshfield, MA 02050. Thanks!

Please, remember that we always appreciate any aregggnments sent in even if we can't ultimatelg its
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This has been a very busy summer for Jenn & |. haiee attended a few events to make others awéttee of
Society and its goals plus a third trip to Kentutiywork out details of the fall tour. It was gréa see many of
our members at these events, some we recognizetlagics who we met for the first time. One of thegents was
the celebration at the Hyde Hall Covered Bridgeupstate New York. To help preserve this bridge, afdest
documented covered bridge in the country, NSPCEathhfire retardant which was applied to the stmgctiuring
repairs last fall. Details of this celebration ahd other activities that the Society has parditgd in are included
in the following pages.

By the time you read this we will only be days awlaym our tour of covered bridges in north-central
Kentucky and nearby Ohio. We have been planninigoaeparing for this event for a year and it wal éxciting to
see it all come together. | am very grateful tate people who have helped with the process, matstbly Ginny
Reeves and Lori Ulrich. Ginny has been indispelesab the person arranging for our lodging, mesdsking and
coordination with people in the area. Lori, as lison to the Buffalo Trace Wooden Covered Bridgehority,
has been helping us by coordinating speakers fur&ay’s “Covered Bridge Trail” event and workingthvthe
Tourism Cabinet to promote the event and NSPCB.

The promotional items we ordered in June are ggeilmll. Thank you all who have purchased them aed
helping spread the word about the Society by wegatiem. We took a chance by investing $5,000 omating
the Society and in the two months since then wee learned over $2,400 from sales. At the Augusttingge
members authorized us to reinvest some of thatmecto restock supplies for the fall events. Oree initial
investment is repaid, profits from sales will gavewds Society projects such as donations of fit@rdant.

We have received some photos of members wearing N&PCB
shirts and hats on their covered bridge visits@heér travels this summer.
While wearing my t-shirt at the Vermont History Exm June, a couple &4
stopped Jenn & | to ask for information about tloei€ty. Fortunately, | &
had some membership brochures with me at the tiMe also had another §
member come up to us to introduce himself. Thamk &l for helping
spread the word about our Society and its mission.

On July 3¢, a number of members and guests joined us inuimener
heat to participate in a research project which élp engineers evaluate el =
the strength of covered bridges and evaluate datetdck configurations ob Hamilton Promoting NSPCB at
when designing repairs to our historic bridgese&out the article on the ~ P0gwood Canyon Nature Park in
Campton work day. Missouri.

Photo by Megan Gipson
It looks like the Society may have its first caland After getting off
to a slow start, Sue Blanchard stepped forward a&enhis suggestion a reality. For our first agieat this, we
solicited photographs from each of the state cal/bridge societies. We are all working towards shee goal
and this calendar intends to convey that messtigacludes membership contact information for eaththe state
societies and one of the photos that each groujilcoted.

Two of our members have recently published booksowered bridges. See the inserts for more details

Make a note on your calendar to attend the Sosieyinual meeting ofBaturday, October 22° at
O’Connor’s Restaurant, 1160 W. Boylston St., WoreedVassachusetts. Note the Saturday date. betals
and a reservation form are included with this Nettst. Our speaker will be David Simmons, prediagrihe
Ohio Hisotric Bridge Association.

Remember, it is up to every one of us to helpgmasour historic covered bridges. If you see gbimg that
isn't right, say something. Whether it is a bridgeneed of repair or an oversized vehicle usirgltdge, let the
proper authorities know about it. Local / Coun§tate government officials need to know that we edout these
structures and want them to be around for futureegsiions to enjoy and learn from.

We look forward to seeing you at our events andtimgein 2016.
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All meetings begin at:00 pmunless otherwise noted.

Friday-Sunday September 30, Oct. 1 & 2Tour of Kentucky and nearby Ohio bridges. BaaeBlue Licks
Battlefield State Park.

SATURDAY, October 22 - NSPCB Annual Meeting and Dinner. O’Connor’s fResant, 1160 W. Boyleston
St., Worcester, MA. Dinner at noon, meeting aD1:@ur speaker will be David Simmons, President
of the Ohio Historic Bridge Association.

5 3*$ 2 4 %
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September 10 and 11, 2016New York State Covered Bridge Society Safari igit\the covered bridges of
Delaware County.

Sunday, September 11, 2016 2:00 pm. Theodore Burr Society of Pennsylvania tignMeeting at St.
Paul's Episcopal Church, Manheim, PA. Program:vi®eing our Society's Last Year" by President
Thomas E. Walczak

September 17 & 18, 2016 Washington & Greene Counties (Pennsylvania) Ga/@&ridge Festival at various
locations throughout the two counties. Visit theadhington County website for full details -
http://www.visitwashingtoncountypa.com/.

5

Sunday, October 2, 2016—2:00 pm. Theodore Burr Society of Pennsylvania fiipnMeeting at St. Paul's
Episcopal Church, Manheim, PA. Lasagna Dinner Faisdr - Dinner starts at 3 p.m. after the meeting.
For detalils, visit http://www.tbcbspa.com/schedhti®. or contact Gloria Smedley at 410-933-8684.

October 6-9, 2016 Columbia-Montour Counties Covered Bridge Festikaoebles Park, Elysburg, PA.
October 8 & 9, 2016 Ashtabula County (Ohio) Covered Bridge Festivafferson, Ohio.

October 8 & 9, 2016 Madison County Covered Bridge Festival, Winterkava.

October 14-23, 2016 Parke County (Indiana) Covered Bridge Festival.

Saturday, October 22, 2016:Blount County Covered Bridge Festival, Oneonta balaa.

$

Sunday, November 6, 2016-2:00 pm. Theodore Burr Society of Pennsylvania tigrMeeting at St. Paul's
Episcopal Church, Manheim, PA. Program: "Nova Bc&tNew Brunswick” by Pat Cook

Sunday, November 13, 2016New York State Covered Bridge Society Harvestri@inat the Hamden
Presbyterian Church Community Hall. Doors opefhlalAM, Dinner served at 12 Noon, and the meeting
at 1:30 PM reservations must be in by Novembe0462 Visit_http://www.nycoveredbridges.org/meeting
schedule/ for more details or contact Karen Maedtifat 607-746-6765.

"8

Saturday, December 10, 2016:Theodore Burr Covered Bridge Society Christmas BinDutch-Way Farm
Market Restaurant, Gap, Lancaster County, PA, hl t&. 3 p.m.
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Brenda Plummer, Flemingsburg, KY Jane K.R. Porter-Gresham, Fort Wayne, IN
Ryan Crane, Hermon, ME Steve Brown, Farmington, NH
Joel David, Orefield, PA John & Arlene Bower, Cherry Valley, NY
Robin Gray, Warner, NH Mary Blanchard, Mattapoisett, MA
Bill Eichelberger, Ft. Thomas, KY Clay & Jane Converse, Dryden, NY
Robert Miller, Whitehall, PA Connie Colaianni, Hudson, MA
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Doris N. Schermerhorn

Former member Doris Schermerhorn, 89, of Atlanteoi@ia passed away on June 26,
2016. She was the wife of William L SchermerhorBShe is survived by a niece,
Rebecca Cossum of Lithia, FL and nephew, Christoplers of Stone Mountain, GA.
Doris was born in Manchester, NH in 1926 and reseiker B.S. degree in Education
from Boston University in 1947. She also attenidedne Teachers College. In addition
to being a covered bridge enthusiast, Doris wasgradr librarian and associate editor of
children's books at Houghton Mifflin. She lovednukstic and international travel,
music, reading and sang with various choruses hailscin the greater Boston area.

Richard “Dick” Swanson

&l
Al

Richard "Dick" Swanson, age 71, of Edgewood, Wagtleim and formerly of Olympia,
passed away on July 22, 2016. A 1963 graduatermoln High School, Dick always
knew he wanted to be an architect. After gradmafiick spent two years at the
University of Washington before beginning his carag a draftsman at Seifert, Forbes
and Berry in Tacoma. Over his career he desigtiety@es of buildings, residences,
schools, commercial buildings, and several nurgingtirement homes, but his greatest
pleasure was designing churches. He loved to migletpastors and building committee
members to help them come up with a plan for theitding that was efficient and
beautiful, and met the needs of the people who avask the building, using the Lord's

money wisely. Dick married Janis Whitford in 19@nRd their marriage of 49 years resulted in thrélelmemn.

Dear Jennifer and the crew that publishes the NS&@terly:

Dick and | have enjoyed our covered bridge hobbylfe years or so and we loved getting the pubbcatiyou
print. It was very informative.

| will not be renewing our subscription howeverchese Dick has passed away and | won't be goingpeared
bridge trips without him. He was an architect vilneed learning about how the bridges were constdictHe was known
to climb under them and study their walls, ceilingsofs, and floors. He loved to photograph thenwall. The hobby
really combined his love of construction, his lafetravel off the beaten path, and his love of pgoaphy. | loved the
stories behind the bridges, the history and sigaifce of each one.

We had plans to see many more covered bridgesGbdt had other ideas. Dick’s lung infection andeoth
ailments caught up with him.

Thank you for your publication and for the work yioi to preserve our covered bridges.

Sincerely, Janis Swanson
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In Bill's absence, the meeting was led by vice joest Karl
Olson. Members Dottie Brown and Brian Ericksonvisled us the
opportunity to hold the meeting inside the Contadcdrailroad
Depot in Contoocook, NH

Tim Andrews updated the group on the status oDibek Testing
project and invited volunteers to help during tbial testing on July
30.

Members who visited David Wright's house, which weft to
the Society in his will, reported on the conditiointhe property. Jim
Garvin received a round O
applause  for his  excellen”

documentation of the estate.

Thank you letters received from Scholarship reciggeMary Fesak and
Jacqueline Matheny were read. Sue Blanchard updegeon the status of thi®
2017 calendar. The cover photo was chosen by populte of the attendingy
members. Karl Olson and Tina Stockbridge moddiediew Society shirts an
hats available. Other members had their itemsedis w i

Photos by Bob Watts

E
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July’s meeting was held at the Brigham Hill Comntyritarm in
North Grafton, Massachusetts. This was our firsetat this venue and
it is a wonderful location. We will consider hagianother meeting here
in the future. Thank you to long-time life membaral & Martha
Stegemoen for making the arrangements. 16 menainelguests were
in attendance. '

Bill Caswell |

i showed photos of the
progress on the Society’s deck testing projectamfton, NH,
along with photos from recent events that the Sgpcleas =
participated in. ‘

Local author Brad Blodgett attended the meetinghare
information about his upcoming book on the railmad New
Hampshire’s Monadnock Region.

Photos by Bob Watts.

ol 4 2

The annual picnic in Concord, NH, was attended Byn#embers
and guests. Jenn Caswell worked the grill andyever else brought
food to share. After a wonderful meal and timefafowship, local
artist and author Conrad Young shared informatiooué his upcoming
book with prints of his watercolor paintings of Nélampshire covered
bridges. At the end of the meeting, Conrad alesgmted the Society
with a framed print of his painting of the two coed bridges at
Contoocook, NH. That item is now hanging on thell ved the
. Society’s Archives room. Photo by Scott Wagner.
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On July 17, recent work on and around the Hyde btidige
(WG #32-39-01), the nation's oldest covered bridges
celebrated. The single- span 53 foot long bridgeatied within

o : Glimmerglass State Par
near Cooperstown, Ne
York, was constructed ing
1825. The
celebrated repairs to th '-’ B
structure, application of NoChar fire retardant,pmvements to the area
around the bridge including four flower gardens antew Interpretive Sign.
The NoChar was donated by NSPCB as part of ounaestuction incentive.
Speakers included NSPCB president Bill Caswell, i2oRreeland, preS|dent
of the New York Stat(-;!

Covered Bridge Society; /|
i " _ s and Ruth L. Pierpont, i
New York’s Deputy Commlssmner for Historic Pression.
After the remarks, the new interpretive sign waveiled by
park manager Rick Sheckells. The event was orgdry Bob
& Trish Kane.

Membership Chair Jenn Caswell and Treasurer Glc
Smedley greeted visitors at the Society booth.yere able to
share information about the NSPCB with many visitand
welcomed two new members who joined at the evBhbtos by
Jenn Caswell and Jim Smedley.

On June 12, 2016, the Society joined the FriendeeRAllentown Parks in celebrating the 175th aarsary of
Bogert’s Bridge (WG #38-39-01) in Allentown, PA. SRCB and the Theodore Burr Covered Bridge Socigty o
Pennsylvania both had booths at the event. Intiaddo helping raise money for repairs to thigdvie bridge, we
also had the opportunity to meet a few members sttyoped at the booth to introduce themselves.
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The 2016 scholarship was made possible by a geneanation from the William Bradley Willard Founubat
in remembrance of our late president, David W. WkigThe scholarship awards were announced in timeng:r
issue. As part of the application, the studentsewasked to write a 150-word essay on “The Impaodaof
Preserving our Historic Covered Bridges.”

By Mary Fesak, Master's Degree program in HistBrieservation at Clemson University.

In a time in which historic covered bridges areetliened by highway projects, increasing numbers
of catastrophic weather events, neglect, and ingrappairs, the preservation of historic covered
bridges is important because their engineering anchitectural ingenuity serve as physical
manifestations of past Americans’ ability to overetechnological problems posed by the need to
create durable, long-spans to bridge bodies of rwatEurthermore, covered bridges need to be
preserved because they have become an integrabfpArherican culture and imagination, inspiring
countless artists, authors and poets in awe of fhats of engineering, aesthetics, and connectimns
the past. Because of their use of historic mdtgraaftsmanship, and structural systems are total
their integrity, historic covered bridges must lepaired using traditional methods. | intend to kvor
towards the preservation of these bridges througareer involving preservation engineering and the
analysis of historic building materials, techniguasd treatments.

By Jacqueline Matheny, Master's Degree programistoHc Preservation at Eastern Michigan University

The last bit of evidence in America’s frontier isvered bridges. The ingenuity and hand crafted
construction, makes it important to preserve histoovered bridges. The abundance of wood made
covered bridge building a romantic picturesque vibat complemented the culture at the time. The
style of the bridge gives a connection to our pist,value of creation and hard work. Covered l@sdg
were created usually by local carpenters and tiglgés made the towns unique.

The ingenuity and hand crafted construction of cedebridges is unique. The covered bridges
where built to last, the solid timber framing alband made the structure rigid and strong. Thegesd
are made of heavy timber that is no longer thegorefl method of construction and makes them a
unique construction in their own right. There ae¥esal reasons why wooden bridges are covered,
mainly because of the weather. The roof of thedarikept elements out, this minimized the moisture
and rot of the wood. The covered bridge allowedfe place for travelers during a storm. Their bgaut
and picturesque views gives a glance into the past.

91 2

The Society’'s Annual Meeting with election of offis will be on Saturday
October 22 in Worcester, Massachusetts. All Society memtses invited to
attend. We hope that many of you will be ableoia ps and urge you to reply by the
October 10th deadline so we can make sure the re@an appropriate size for the
audience. A reservation form is included with thésvsletter.

O’Connor's Restaurant is located at 1160 West BowisSt. in Worcester.
Dinner will be served at 12:00 noon. A presentabyg David Simmons, president of
the Ohio Historic Bridge Association, is scheduledollow the meal and then the
business meeting with election of officers after piesentation.

3* + ! L
Henry David Thoreau
This section lists updates since the previous rettes] For a complete list of admiring the NSPCB
changes, please visit the website at www.coverddbsociety.org and click on the  baseball cap. Photo by Sue
World Guide link. Blanchard

Page 80, update coordinates of Blackburn or Bramndesner Bridge in Pickaway County, Ohid\i89°
45.747' W082° 50.873'
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With all the other activities of the summer seagbrere hasn’'t been much time to work in the archrmom.
With winter fast approaching, we will be back tatsw through boxes of donations and catalogingétén the
collection. Joseph Conwill has scanned many ofstlies and negatives in the collection and is mewking on
scanning the printed photos. At this time, heasusing his efforts in areas where photographicege is
genreally limited, the sourthern and western stadsu are likely to see some of those photos afipgén future
editions ofCovered Bridge Topics

Two of our members have recently published bookkhave offered to donate copies to the Societyish
Sharon Shannon Paximadis has donated a copy bbbé&rentitled Georgia Under Cover - A Tribute to Georglas
Remaining Historic Covered BriddesHarold Rau has also offered a copy gfams e :
his new book, A Guide to the Covered Bridges of Parke Countyigimal’

At the August picnic, local artist and author Cahréoung donated a
framed print of his watercolor painting of the twmmvered bridges at
Contoocook, NH. The railroad bridge can be visitmthy while the highway|
bridge was replaced in 1935. This is a wonderéiditon to the wall of the | |
archives room.

Devin Coleman, Vermont's State Architectural Hisgar donated a box
of notes and photographs from Earl Cross, Undevigtinont. His office also
has other covered bridge photos and informatiomftibe 1950’s and 1960’<
on bridges outside Vermont which will be added tio anllection.

3  Smile.Amazon.com ! )
Support

National Society For The **
Preservation Of Covered
Bridges.

When you shop at smile.amazon.com,
Amazon donates.

Do you shop at Amazon? Have you heard of AmazomneSmlt is a
program where Amazon contributes 0.5% of your pasels to a non-profit

; __ organization.
I Go to smile.amazon.com

For more details, go to https://smile.amazon.cor4&i6060691.

n | ’%

Scenes from the movie “The Hunger Games” in 2018wimed at various locations in North Carolina
including the High Falls Trail at DuPont State Retional Forest. Although not a “true” covered bedmore of a
Romantic Structure) it does make for quite a béaigetting!

) %

To help spread the word about our mission, theddati Society for
the Preservation of Covered Bridges, Inc. has a&li@uk page. The
page is used for sharing current bridge relatedsravd Society meeting
information. If you use Facebook, wvisit us at
http.//www.facebook.com/nspch. “Like” our page afdhre it with your
friends.

ScottLaCr0|x & Scott Wagner W|th their
NSPCB caps. Photo by Sue Blanchard
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Thank you to all the members and guests who jouseth Campton, New Hampshire on a hot day in July t
assist with the testing on this bridge. We coulthave done it without you!

The project is the result of a grant that the Sgaieceived from e
the National Park Service for testing covered l@ifigor systems as e
part of the National Historic Covered Bridge Prea&pn Program. —
The original intent was to use the salvaged Towticé@atrusses fromj
the historic Bartonsville Covered Bridge, which veagept away in [
tropical storm Irene in August 2011. However, thoisnbers were
found to be too badly damaged to be used for thipgse so new
wood was purchased for the project. Barns & Brsdgé New
England constructed the 40’ Town lattice bridgeCampton, New [
Hampshire, to use for the testing. Jim Barker & Engineering -
provided engineering services and will prepareraalyais of the test
results. Christopher Marston of the National P&gkvice was ong
hand for the testing which took place on Jul{’.30

The project's research objective is to establish
correspondence between measured stresses in tip@cents of
actual bridge decks and supporting beams undeilattuck
loads and the several ways of calculating the saahees. This
is viewed as important information to enable imgwdesign
procedures. The working hypothesis is that theldarideck,
when fastened to the supporting beams, strengthese beams
in ways that current design methods do not adelyuatkiress.
It is further hypothesized that the amount of siteaning will

: : - vary with the quality and number of the fastenesgikes or
screws) As a result if the composne structugtiavior of timber decks and floor beams is betteteustood, the
actual strength of the floor system for load ratimgrposes will probably increase. Better undeditan of
behavior could lighten the floor beams and deckclwincreases the capacity of the main trusseaty @ehicles.
The results will probably help bridge owners repldecks with locally produced, historically corrdecks. These
should also be more economical than more drastdifioations.

Strain gages were installed on deck boards, fleans and
truss members. They recorded the bending moménite dridge
components. Additional devices were placed unther lower
chords and the center floor joist to measure diefles as the
vehicle crossed. Data was transmitted to a compubere the
impact of the vehicle crossing the bridge couldddewed in real
time.

Before the testing, the test vehicle was loadeti tumbers to
: " | bring it up to the =
“|||‘ ‘ test weight. The
- truck was
weighed and test
runs were made
with a lighter vehicle to confirm that all gagesdasensors were
working properly.
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Members and friends of the NSPCB patrticipated ksjsting in
the addition and removal of various deck configorat for the B
testing. Multiple passes at different speeds wecerded with eachig?
configurations.

For the first pass, the deck plankgre tightly spaced without
fasteners. A few screws were used on the planksegsethe
trusses to keep the inner, loose planks, in pladeer that, the
planks were fastened with one screw on each demhkpht every
joist crossing. Thirdly, a second screw was addecdkach joist
crossing.

The more than 700 screws were removed and repladbda
single spike (60d nail, 6” long) at each joist ciag. Additional
runs were made after a second set of spikes weledad the planks.

For the final arrangement, a second layer of plamkvas nailed
onto the first.

At the end of the day, the remaining attendees addd the
timbers from the test vehicle. Once all the workswdone and the
e S : site cleaned up, we ~§
enjoyed some time to relax and reflect on the daysnts before 3
going our separate ways.

Once all the data is analyzed, a report will bgpgred. Details
of the results will appear in a future Newsletter.

Thank you to all who participated: Tim, Michelle Bvan g
Andrews; Christopher & Julia Marston; Jim Barker;ill\Wruax;
Scott, Ron & Sue Wagner; Steve Brown; Matt Reckdag; Hayden;
Karl Olson; Kyle Guay; and Bill Caswell. Photos $gott Wagner,
VS Engineering and Bill Caswell.

-

g 4 : :
Left to right: Karl Olson, Scott Wagner, Sue Wagiichelle Andrews, Steve Brown (in back), ChrisgmpMarston, Evan
Andrews, Julia Marston, Matt Reckard (kneelingjn Barker, Bill Caswell (in back), Ron Wagner, Timdfews, Kyle Guay,
Will Truax (kneeling), Jay Hayden. Photo court¥S/Engineering
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Fountain County residents continue to campaigmrrdpairs to the 1860, the Rob Roy bridge (WG #1828B-
near Attica, Indiana. It has been closed to vekidince 2014 because of safety issues. Aftedensts started
fund-raising, an anonymous donor came forward teecdhe $37,000 needed for repairs. On July 18t th
information was shared with the county commissisn@ho must ultimately approve the work. Don Hesler
president of the commissioners, noted, “... is ittlvdaking the risk of something like the bridgengedamaged
because of traffic or because somebody runs tooyhefdoad over it? Is the bridge a treasure for county that
we just want to save and not use?” The commisgesguian to talk to experts and engineers abouinepa public
hearing would then take place before a decisiomasle. After the commissioner’'s meeting, two mooeats
pledged $10,000 each to be used for maintenantkeobridge. The county commissioners will meethvan
engineering firm and covered bridge expert Dan@olto discuss options for the bridge.

(Reported by WLFI-TV July 19, 2016; Lafayette Jalr& Courier July 27, 2016)

P 2 @ 6 %

In early August, the Indiana Bureau of Motor Vebglunveiled three potential designs for the stateis
§ ) license plate. One of those designs features ered\wbridge at the bottom.
0000 INDIANA 00 The BMV website provides visitors with the oppoityrto vote for their

123ABC preference. The website does not give any indioatif how long the

voting will last or when the winning design will b&nounced.

n ity e There could be some improvements made to the design Crouse
o _ ﬁrj‘MOO contacted S_enator David Long, President Pro T_emmxbrdahe Indiana
Senate who in turn contacted the BMV. A membéhisfstaff reported that

the Bureau is interested in advice for improving tlesign if that one is chosen. If you would ligecast a vote or
see the other two options, gotttips://secure.in.gov/apps/bmv/pick-a-plate/#/vote

(Thank you Jim Crouse for sending this information)

%

In the Winter 2015-2016 Newsletter, we reported thark at the Shieldstown Covered Bridge (WG #14-36
02) had been stalled. Our latest report indic#tes the situation has not changed. Members Grebegesa
McDuffee visited the site and took these photosogust 16, 2016.
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Arnold Gr ton and his crew have begun work on the restoratidhe Beech Fork Bridge (WG #17-115-01) in
Washington County, KY. The initial phase to remtive siding and floor to allow access to the stradtmembers
has been completed. As of this writing, a staedgrwhich will support the structure during repéiight photo) is
being inserted into the bridge. At 258 feet, 1865 Burr arch structure is Kentucky’s longest c¢edebridge.

Work is expected to be completed in late 2017.

(Bill & Jenn Caswell Photo) Gr ton Company Photo

7 7 "$ ! 9 %

In the previous Newsletter, we reported that thedydRoad covered bridge (WG #20-10-02) near Thutmon
Maryland was damaged by a box truck on May 18. ddmage was promptly repaired. Shortly after-bpened,
the bridge was again damaged by an oversized eebiclJune 16 This time the damage was much more
significant and cannot be easily repaired. Fre#teCiounty officials will need to advertise for bifts the repairs.

(Frederick News-Post, June 20, 2016)

The decorative overhead low-clearance sign at tlagley
covered bridge (WG #22-75-01) was destroyed beyepdir after
being struck by two oversized vehicles. The sigs wine feet above
the roadway with a PVC pipe hanging from it at #®ven foot
clearance mark. On July 17, an 11-foot high U-Hmx truck did the
initial damage, pushing the center of the sign &oov Ten days later,
a delivery truck struck it again shattering the Ppie and damaging
the overhead sign beyond repair. The drivers efuwhicles will be
billed for the costs of the new sign plus costs foe sheriff's
department to investigate the incidents and roadi€ito clean up the scene and install the newtateic

(WLKM Radio, July 26, 2016 Photo by Bill & Jeaswell)
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The following note was posted on the Rebuild Whi
Bridge Facebook page on August 3:

We have been looking forward to the MDOT bid opgrom
Friday for our Covered Bridge project. Unfortungiteiyself,
the lonia County Highway Engineer and the desiggirezers [
made the decision to withdraw the project yesteatay request
it be put in the October 7, 2016 letting.

MDOT received some questions on the timber siziwgg
week we could not answer in a timely manner tovaffor the
best competitive pricing. Since supplying the timbed it's cost is such a big part of the projeate, opted to
postpone the bidding to get the information thetiaarors need to give us the best pricing possible.

Stay tuned!
Tom Byle, President, Whites Bridges Historical ®tgi
(Rebuild Whites Bridge Facebook Page, August 362@hoto by Bill & Jenn Caswell)
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Police are seeking the public’s help in finding thetorist that struck the
eastern portal of the Corbin Covered Bridge (WG -#295#2) causing
significant damage on Saturday, August 20. Pdaid that the bridge remains
structurally sound. The vehicle that hit the bedted the scene. Responding
— officers found extensive damage and vehicle casmarthe ground.

(WMUR-TV and the Valley News, August 21, 2016)
As reported in last quarter's Newsletter, the Dingh Covered Bridge (WG #29-10-02) was damaged in
February by a vehicle too tall to fit through thedige. That damage was repaired and the bridgererapened.

The single span, 78-foot, Multiple Kingpost Trusglge was built in 1882 spanning the Mill Brook.liee say that
it was struck again on June 13. The driver of tadticle was not known at the time.

(Eagle Time, June 14, 2016)
5 7?
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The McClellan Bridge (WG #35-15-02) in Columbianau@ty, which went unmaintained for many, many
years, finally received funding for long overdupags. Unfortunately, it was too late to save alestructure and
only a small portion of the historic timbers colle used for the project. The contractor lifted lbnielge off the
abutments and swung it over to the bank where s eeanpletely disassembled. The entire structure tvan
taken to the subcontractor's yard where all thegsavere inspected to see what could be reuseere Tvere only
4 of the original north truss members that couldréesed and none of the south truss members. Nbttee
roofing or boards would be able to be reused. h@fremaining old truss members, some were cut dowe used
as knee braces. As of this writing (August 30k #subcontractor has placed the frame of the braige the
abutments. By the time you read this, work willurelerway on the roof and siding.

(Thanks to Mary Browne, PE, of the Columbiana Qguingineer’s Office)



Fall 2016 -15 - NSPCB Newsletter

) ! + %

Hocking County Engineer William Shaw would likedee a covered bridge constructed within the couAty.
the August 16 County Commissioners Meeting, hegmesl several bids from several places for constigia
covered bridge on Blackjack Road, just outside ofjan. It is likely that the bids were too high foe County
unless Federal funding can be acquired. Mr. Shatedhthat there were 46 covered bridges in HocKiagnty at
one time. Now, there are none.

(Logan Daily News, August 17, 2016)

+ + %

Lane County’s Wild Cat Bridge (WG #37-20-04) is4 Ibng Howe truss bridge spanning Wildcat Creé&ke
bridge has recently received a new metal roof, refters and bracing, new siding and portal boandsy guard
rail and a post-tensioning system for additiongdpswt. Some rotted truss members also needed tepbeced.
This is one of three Lane County bridges repainedeu a Department of Transportation contract togat1.68
million. Repairs to the Belknap and Office covelwitiges were also included in this contract. Thetract for
the three bridges was awarded to Oregon Woodspinblay 5, 2015.

=

>

(Thanks to Bill Cockrell, President, Covered Bridggciety of Oregon)

)! ! ~9%

On May 31, 1916, the Gallon House Bridge (WG #37-24
01) in Silverton, Oregon opened to traffic. The rMda
County bridge was originally constructed for $1,3@0d is
reported to be Oregon’s oldest covered bridge stil&ctive
service. On May 31, 2016, residents celebratedbtitge’s
100" birthday. County officials noted that Gallon Heus
Bridge was so-named because of its proximity tooeall
“gallon house” that reportedly sold bootleg spifiighe early
decades of the 20th century. Mt. Angel was weteBibn dry.
So the gallon house was on the north (Mt. Angealg sif the
bridge.

The event included stories about the bridge frocallo
historians and area residents, a ribbon-cuttingroeny, unveiling of an informational kiosk and sowietage
vehicles from members of the Willamette Valley Mb@eClub driving over the bridge. One of them, 806
Maxwell, was older than the bridge.

(Statesman Journal, June 3, 2016)
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The Gilkey Covered Bridge (WG #37-22-04) recondtarcproject mentioned in a previous Newslettestil
in the design phase. The project may be readypifbras early as October but may be later. Consbruds
expected to occur during the summer of 2017.

Linn County is also in the process of designinganepfor the Shimanek Covered Bridge (WG #37-222)3#
This structure was found to have significant, ppagly unknown, damage at key locations. Temposaeg!
bracing has been installed to keep the bridge ofddm county has applied for federal
funding. If they are awarded a grant for the repeork, they anticipate a 2018
construction project.

An April newspaper article mentioned a design flmmerent to many Oregor.__
covered bridges. This is due to the dap, or natahjnto the upper and lower chorc|
where the diagonal truss members are connecteskeihs that many covered bridge:-
were designed with this dap and the section las®s the dap was not subtracted fro
the loading capacity of the affected chord membdrsin County’s new design will
incorporate a larger beam section to compensat#ifor

A

(Thanks to Darrin L. Lane, P.E., Roadmaster / @oe Linn County Road Department for this inforioga}
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The Dellvile Bridge (WG #38-50-16) was severely dad by arson in November 2014. On June 27th, a
contract was awarded to Lycoming Supply, the lovddbr at ‘
$862,247. The contract comes with several conditidrycoming
Supply's work is not to exceed the contract amoant] several £
ancillary project items, including fire retardahghting and security
cameras, can't use county money if the companyalissthem. §
Brenda Benner, commissioner’'s chairman, said thedtthat wereg@ i
not part of the original bridge will have to be ¢hdor by donations..
The cost for new lighting, security and fire pretien is nearly |
$30,000. The contractor has received the Noticd’rioceed and
construction is likely to be underway by the tinmiyead this.

(Photo by Jim & Gloria Smedley)

2 2 %

The McConnells Mill covered bridge (WG #38-37-Olbyilt in 1874,

- will close for 60 days starting Monday, August @ile the entire structure
- is repainted. Cost for the project is $390,000 &partan Contracting of
Hubbard, Ohio, will perform the work. Funding ftre work will come
from the liquid fuels allotment, which is the coyiatshare of state gasoline
taxes that can be used for road and bridge maintena The painting
project was initiated last year by the county cossianers, who had been
concerned about the span's appearance. In 2015,cdh@missioners
. approved work to clean the bridge covering and desikg plant husks so
| the structure would not be damaged.

(Ellwood City Ledger, August 17, 2016, Photo fronikilhedia Commons)
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On August 13, more than 250 vehicles lined upHierdpportunit
to drive over Martin’s Mill Bridge (WG #38-28-01)ni Antrim.
Except for some special events in the 1990s, thdgérhas been;

closed to traffic since 1986. It is the secondykst covered bridge in
the state, and is listed on the National Regidtétfistorical Places.

The bridge, built in 1849, recently underwent aosetion and |
was the subject of an award presented to Antrimnibwyp for historic =
bridge preservation, the Abba G. Lichtenstein Mefil@m the |
International Bridge Conference. The medal “reimem a recent,
outstanding achievement in bridge engineering detnating artistic
merit and innovation in the restoration and rehtaibn of bridges of historic or engineering sigance.”

To celebrate, local officials chose to open th&ldwi for a short time at the end of Greencastleidn@ld
Home Week. The most recent $1.1 million renovatias completed in 2015.

(Waynesboro Record Herald, June 24, August 11 8046, Photo from Wikimedia Commons)
@$ ?
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Bill and Jenn Caswell were invited to representNtsPCB at the i
celebration opening the restored Brown coveredgerigVG #45-11- £
09) and creation of the Jim Jeffords State ForestJoly 3" in g
Shrewsbury, Vermont. The bridge and area aroundkit damaged :

by tropical storm Irene in 2011. The bridge wasertly designated agj
a National Historic Landmark.

The ceremony began with a number of speakers celatethe *
creation of the new state forest. Next, were augrof speakers'==
remarking on the bridge repairs and National Histdrandmark =
announcement. Devin Colman, Vermont State Archite€ Historian, commented on the importance o§ereing
Vermont's historic sites and the key role Senatffodds had in obtaining funding for covered briggejects.

Rick Kendall of the National Park Service explainbd significance of being a National Historic Laratk.
He noted that there are more than 90,000 siteBehational Register of Historic Places, but orbdgwat 2500 have
been elevated to National Historic Landmark statiduring her remarks, Pat Moulton, Vermont Secketair
Commerce and Community Development, commended titk done by the NSPCB and the Vermont Covered
Bridge Society towards preserving the nation'sohistcovered bridges.

Pat Moulton, Vermont Secretary of
Commerce and Community
Development

Devin Colman, Vermont State Rick Kendall of the
Architectural Historian National Park Service
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While replacing siding on the bridge, a significaetction of rot
was discovered in the southeast upper chord ofGheen River
Covered Bridge (45-13-04). This was only reveasd result of the
change in scope requiring full replacement of thielge’s siding,
rather than the 25% that was originally plannedl oAthe members
of the project team: design engineer, constructiogineer, contractor
State and the Town’s project managers concur tteadamage mus
be fixed now, as a part of this project, for théesaof those traveling§
on the bridge. The Town would be negligent to dife

To replace this section of the chord, additionadrstg will be §8
constructed. This will extend the project’s ori@girtompletion date
from the end of August to September 30th. Wheallechools reopen on August 30th, the busses widllowed
to pass over the bridge. It will remain closealiather traffic. The work is being done by Wrigbonstruction.

(Information from Guilford, Vermont Town Websitepgust 4, 2016 and
Joe Poston, Senior Project Manager/CFO, Wright tCactson Company, Inc.
Photo by Sue Blanchard, August 27, 2016)
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In four months, more than $4,000 has been raisertb
rebuilding the Bob White Covered Bridge (46-68-0Ol1).ast
September, the 1921 was washed away in a floodtricRPa
County Tourism Director Joseph Quesenberry started
fundraising campaign to raise money to rebuild tralge,
beginning with a page on YouCaring, an online siteeceive
donations. About $30,000 is needed to preparenergng
plans for the project. As of August™0the Covered Bridge
Committee has raised $4,146.66. For informatiorhow you
can donate, visit the Patrick County website at
http://www.visitpatrickcounty.org/ Neither the news article or

website provided a postal address or phone cofttadbnations.

(Martinsville Bulletin, August 10, 2016)
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Work on the Philippi Covered Bridge (WG #48-01-04)nearly
complete. On August 27, there was a dedicatioa afonument to
remember the miners lost when an explosion an@gsd in the Sago
Mine on January 2, 2006 trapped 13 miners for ge@vb days -
leaving only one survivor. The celebration alsduded a dedication
and ribbon cutting for the covered bridge althougbrk on that
project was not complete at the time.

The bridge was only open to pedestrian traffic tr@dconstruction
supervisor for the project was on hand to answestipns.

(The Inter-Mountain, August 27, 2016.
Photo by Jim & Gloria Smedley, December 31, 2015)
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The 129 foot long covered bridge at La Macaza, @uélVG #61-33-10) was built over the Macaza River i
1904. On July 11, the efforts of a handful of lociizens were rewarded by the city council’s @eation of the
bridge as a historical monument. The group stattent campaign about 4 or 5 years ago. (Newspéatios from
Gérald Arbour, July 2016)

"$ %

The pont Pierre-Carrier in St-Ulric-de-Matane (W®1#2-05) was damaged by an oversized vehicle
sometime in June. The damage appears to be litaitde: portal area.

(Information from Blogue sur les ponts couverkgtp://pontscouverts.com/bloguge/

** " 9 %9 #

On June 21st, the 108’ long Brabant-Philippe pe@esbridge (WG #61-25-c#2) in Gatineau, Québec hasis
to arson. The bridge had been built by voluntesisg donated materials in 2015 after the previmidge at the
site was lost to arson in December 2011. It wasadr8 covered bridges on the city’s Riviere Blamad. The city
is looking into surveillance camera options for temaining two covered bridges on the trail.

(Radio Canada, June 21, 2016 & July 27, 2016)
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On June 23, the 145 pont Galipeault (WG #61-23-bil)Grande
Vallée was removed from Riviére de la Grande Vafl#rerepairs. The
$700,000 project will include repairs to the abutiseand bridge. It is
expected to be moved back into place by the end\ugfust. Félix
Tremblay’'s Facebook page includes a time-lapse@ovidf the bridge
being prepared for the move by contractors Hénedawhtosselin, Inc.

(Information from Blogue sur les ponts couverltgtp://pontscouverts.com/bloguePhoto by Félix Tremblay)
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The Potton Heritage Association has recently reléaa brochure
describing the known covered bridges of the towmshOf the bridges
documented, only the pont de la Frontiere (WG #6D3) remains. A
digital copy of the brochure is available on theivebsite at
http://pottonheritage.org/libpha/WEB_ponts_couvetts Potton.pdf The
Heritage Association is also hosting an exhibittonThe Covered Bridges
of the Eastern Townships. Visitors are welcomei¢av the exhibits at the
round barn in Mansonville, Québec on Saturdays fdome 25 to October
8, 2016 — 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission is free.

(Information from Blogue sur les ponts couverlgtp://pontscouverts.com/bloguePhoto by Gérald Arbour)
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j Introduce a Friend to Covered Bridges \\\

Give a Gift Membership This Holiday Season

Help support preservation of our nation’s historic covered bridges
while sharing your interests with a friend or relative.

Gift subscriptions will be mailed in mid-December
with a card noting your generosity.

Use the form included with this newsletter or visit the Society website
to introduce someone to covered bridge preservation.
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