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e drove along and over the ridge:
e were looking for an old covered bridge.
ust by chance we turned to the left
nd, behold, there it was in plain sight.
e went close to admire this bridge so rare
nd the way it had stood the wear and tear.
e walked through it and admired the way it was made
he craftsmen of old sure knew their trade.
he timbers were old but still very strong,
onsidering it had been there so long.
e watched the river as it flowed below.
t's pleasure to view things built long ago.
e took pictures, so the memory will keep.

hen went home to dream of it in sleep.

Robert Garner — Greenfield, MA

NSPCB Archives Poetry Book

[Originally printed in the Summer 1962 issue of the
Connecticut River Valley Covered Bridge Society IBtih]
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As Editor of the Society’s Newsletter, | take tbigportunity to speak not
only to the general membership, but more speci§idal the various covered
bridge societies and organizations that work whbe NSPCB to provide
information, as well as support efforts to protand preserve our covered
bridge heritage. This Newsletter tries to provideoimative and interesting
news, notices of upcoming meetings and events, gephrt on incidents
directly affecting our covered bridges. Not surimggty, as public interest in
our bridges and membership decreases, it is inaghagifficult to report on
the activities of different regions, and, unless tlews is catastrophic, even
media reports are scarce at best. In order to k#lepur members better
informed, your Newsletter Editor is asking for ydwaip.

While some members have been very good about pngvidformation, |
am asking for the assistance of a representatigen feach society or
organization, large or small, to provide a quaytest semi-annual update
including such things as: status of bridges in yaw@ra — good, bad, needed
assistance for ..., etc.; bridge projects underwaglanned — reconstruction,
restoration or repair, etc.; bridge fire and varshalprotection programs — in
place or proposed - cameras, sprinklers, chematardant application, etc.;
local events — celebrations, fairs, bridge safage$;.; and, programs
undertaken to support and encourage new and peyloagier members to
join.

Our covered bridge numbers are slowly dwindlingeseryone’s help is
needed to save and protect those that remain.nfberiation provided by all
of you will help me to provide a more complete amdightening account to
all our members letting them know how they might di#e to help. As
always, information from individual members to@ls/ays welcome.

Please, think about how you help. | hope to recéite of mail from
many of you and would ask that your informationskat to me at the address
at the bottom of the page for the next (Fall) Nettst no later than August
10", 2017.

My thanks in advance to you all.

" $$

H

The next Newsletter is scheduled to be mailed ity é@eptember. Therefore, anyone wishing to sulamtitles
should send them to the Editor Bygust 10, 2017. Note the earlier deadline to alloprinting & mailing staff

to complete their tasks before the Oregon trip. Please noteiit is requested that your information be typed or
printed on plain white paper, including proper dré@tformation (newspaper, magazine, or web site).e and sent
via U. S. Malil to: Rob Mitchell, NSPCB Newslettéditor, P. O. Box 375, Marshfield, MA 02050 or efadito
nspcbh@yahoo.com. Thanks! Please, remembiewthalways appreciate any news or comments seven if
we can't ultimately use it.
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Welcome to the summer travel season. We are Igdkirward to hearing about your travels and theldes
you visit. As you visit bridges, please take netaf damage or deterioration and report that toagheropriate
authorities. We can all help preserve them by enguhat local officials know we care about them.

In this issue, we are saddened to report the lblsgoomore covered bridges, one historic and tiewa recent
replacement for the historic structure, one by @ro&nature and the other by teenagers with npeador history
or public property. While we aren’t able to calme twinds or control floodwaters, we can take messtow reduce
the impact of fire and educate others on the ingome of preserving the artefacts of our past.

As a Society, we are making efforts to do just.théfe have been stressing the importance of applijia
retardant during bridge repair projects, not ohiptigh our publications but also through lettersdotractors and
bridge owners. We have implemented an effort tridoute towards the cost of fire retardant toliertencourage
its use. As good as that may be, there is stithmwork to be done. While our information is nigely to be
complete, we only have evidence that a small péagerof the historic bridges have received thigtinent. There
are many more needing this protection. If youiavelved with a covered bridge project in your coomity, as a
public official, engineer, contractor or residentake sure that some form of fire protection isudeld in the
project. It won’'t guarantee that damage will notur, but it will reduce the severity of the damage

We are also tasked with educating the public ab@mimportance of preserving our nation’s histo@ver the
past couple years we have had the opportunityfer cbvered bridge educational programs to dozémsshmwols.
With the help of Christopher Marston at the Natidpark Service, we were able to obtain a significammber of
copies of theEducational Guide to Covered Bridges in the Unitdteswhich was produced by West Virginia
University's Institute for the History of Technolognd Industrial Archeology, under the leadersHipo Emory
Kemp, Director Emeritus of the Institute, a welldkmn bridge historian. Many of our members havepéel
distribute these guides to schools and teachérs nhy hope that by teaching young people aboaithilstory of
covered bridges and their role in the developmémtamsportation networks, they will have more exddor them
as young adults.

As you may have noticed in the recdrpics Joseph Conwill and Vermont's architectural historDevin
Colman have been corresponding about removing sonaes from the National Register of Historic Ris.c The
entries in question are all bridges which weretbnirecent years to replace historic covered lasdgWe feel that
maintaining those entries after the historic sutethas been replaced by a modern replica degthdestegrity of
a National Register listing. Mr. Colman is receetio our position. However, this is a delicatetterafor the
towns involved and the Historic Preservation Offigads to handle the public relations carefully.

At the beginning of May, Jenn & | journeyed soudr & number of Society-
related objectives. On Monday, May 1, we met wsthme of the individuals
involved in organizing Kentucky's covered bridgailtr It was a productive meeting
and details are in a separate article. We appestiat the Committee was able to
meet with us while we were in the area since weewt able to attend their regular
meeting on March 17 or the upcoming June 19 meeting

After that gathering we continued westward to Wiagtdn County to check on
progress at the Beech Fork bridge. Don Walkeripgeala detailed tour of the work
being done. We learned much about the art of timim@dge construction.
Unfortunately, contract requirements to increasectpacity of the bridge meant that #
the lower chords and some vertical posts needdxb teeplaced with larger timbers Iy
even though some of the pieces were still struttyjusaund. Many of those good ;,—__f /
timbers are being recut to replace deteriorateddwnoother parts of the bridge so  Don Walker describing

those parts are being replaced by historic material recent work at the Beech
Fork Covered Bridge to Jenn

Caswell. May 1, 2017
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After spending a couple days visiting my fathetthie southern part of
Kentucky, we started the second half of the adventiWe headed east to
visit the three remaining historic covered bridgegastern Tennessee. All
appear to be well cared for and in good conditidve then worked our way
up through Virginia with a stop in Roanoke to pigka collection of photos
for the archives. More on that in the Archives digd We had heard news
about the Meem’s Bottom Bridge being damaged amcesive were nearby,
Bt . we stopped to take a look. It appears that theadanhas already been
& / repaired.

Elizabethton, Tennessee, May 4, 2017 opy Thyrsday night, we arrived at Jim & Gloria Snest# with World
Guidesto be distributed to Pennsylvania libraries. Vé&:éd them to represent the NSPCB at the M8y 6
Anniversary Dinner of the Theodore Burr CovereddBé Society in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. aliays
enjoy spending time with the Burr Society memberd aharing experiences towards our common goater A&f
wonderful meal and meeting, we turned towards hoAlthough it was a lot of territory to cover irshort amount
of time, we accomplished everything we set outdo d

We wish you safe travels this summer and look fod\ta seeing some of you in Oregon in August.

L HIR A+

Moose Brook Bridge

Since the plans to reconstruct this bridge at tben@m (NH) Historical Society fell through, we halveen
seeking an alternative location. The White Moumfdational Forest is interested in reconstructimg pony truss
bridge at Dolly Copp Campground near Gorham, Neuwnpthire. At present, the Forest Service does aot h
funding available to take over the project. Thes¥dsset, Waterville & Farmington Railway MuseumAina,
Maine has expressed an interest in obtaining tlidgéifor an expansion of their tourist line. Bllaswell will be
meeting with representatives of the museum on MatpXdiscuss this in more detail.

Deck Testing Project

The testing part of the project to evaluate covémgde floor systems was complete last July. poreof the
results is being prepared by VS Engineering ofdndi The 40’ long Town Lattice structure usedtiiertesting is
presently sitting in Campton, New Hampshire anddse® be relocated. The bridge is available tooany
seriously interested in relocating it. With sorm#ditional work, it could become a usable covereitidw.
Additional details are in an insert to this Newdetind on the Society’s website.

/ Smile.Amazon.com 1 #0
Do you shop at Amazon? Have you heard of Amazoie3mit is a program
Nationalssuo'zﬁgt'; SRS, where Amazon contributes 0.5% of your purchasea twn-profit organization.
Preservation Of Covered There is no cost to you. In May, we received aation of $9.25. That may not
Bridges. sound like much, but every little bit helps. Hayimore people participate will

el :hn‘j’zzfns(’j‘:r']:fe':“°"'°°m‘ increase the funds we have available to contribmuerds fire retardant and other
worthwhile preservation projects.

For more details, go to http://tinyurl.com/nspcbaamon. If that doesn’t work,
try the original link - https://smile.amazon.comi@h6060691.

Go to smile.amazon.com
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Nihal Velpanur, Hanover, NH
Wayne & Karen Marshfield, Hamden, NY
Philip Ivester, Smyrna, GA

Marian Schliestelt, Duluth, GA
Betty Collins, Roanoke, VA
Bess Cotton, McAlester, OK

Ruby Henderson, Independence, MO
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Frank & Mary Timmers, Carmel, IN

I# 1 ~ 4 5 +H
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All meetings begin at:00 pmunless otherwise noted.
Sunday, June 25- Contoocook Railroad Depot, Contoocook, NH.

Sunday, July 23- Annual picnic at Beaver Meadow Village at thel @i Waumbec St., Concord, NH. The
cookout is at noon and the meeting at 1 pm.

Saturday - Monday, August 26 - 28- Central Oregon Tour. See details in separaiteder
Sunday, September 24- Hyde Hall Mansion, Glimmerglass State Park, @osfown, NY.

Saturday, October 28— Annual Meeting at the Brigham Hill Community BaB7 Wheeler Rd., Grafton, MA.
Our speaker this year will be Terry Lively who wsjpeak on West Virginia’s covered bridges.

H1 - 45 +H

Sunday, June 11, 2017 New York State Covered Bridge Society Meetinylgers’ Gardens, 1071 Michigan
Hollow Rd, Spencer, NY. Open at 12 Noon— Bringiyown lunch, meeting at 1 PM

Saturday, June 17, 2017 Virginia Covered Bridge Festival in Woolwine ¥inia, from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00
p.m. There are live bands, food vendors and nuusesstists, craftsmen, authors and others exhgpitin
their products and works. Wagon and hayrideséatvered bridges are available.

Sunday, July 2, 2017- Theodore Burr Society of Pennsylvania Annualniicat Historic Poole Forge &
Covered Bridge Park Sunday, gather at 12 noomigianch and meeting shortly thereafter. Everyone
bring a dish to share with 8 to 10 people.

Saturday & Sunday, July 15 & 16, 2017 Indiana Covered Bridge Society Summer tour aiibern, Fayette
and Franklin Counties.

Sunday, July 16, 2017 Ohio Historic Bridge Assoc. Summer Picnic att&&eek Bridge east of Zanesville
off I-70 on Arch Hill Road.

Saturday, August 5, 2017- The seventh annual Dinner on the Medora Bridds (#14-36-04) will be
Saturday, August 5, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. Dinner idefa Fried Chicken and Roast Beef, Scalloped Regato
Green Beans, Broccoli Salad, Grape Salad, Rollgyétoade Pie, Tea, Lemonade and Water. Tickets can
be ordered by sending a check for $25.00 for eagal to FMCBA, P.O. Box 132, Medora, IN 47260.
Please include a self addressed, stamped envelope.

Saturday, September 30, 2017 Indiana Covered Bridge Society Fall tour of Geee€ounty.
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The National Society for the Preservation of CodeBeidges invited applications for the 2017 EricLiDry
Scholarship. The scholarship honors Eric DeLongpwgerved as chief of the Historic American Engiimeg
Record (HAER) from 1971 to 2003 and is a notedohistpreservationist. Mr. DeLony was particulanyarested
in the preservation of historic bridges. The aggilon deadline was on April 15 with the award ¢odetermined at
the May executive board meeting. Details of thaeting will be included in the Fall Newsletter.

1#

Bob & Betty Pauwels continues to help sorting tigtowdonated books and postcards to identify whalt wil
become part of the Society’'s permanent collectimhwahich items will be offered for sale to our mearghip.

Joseph Conwill is scanning our collection of phoapips of covered bridges in Maine. This includethtihe
Richard Sanders Allen and Richard E. Roy colledtion

Michael Delage is scanning a collection of veryehicorganized slides donated by Charles Forgue of
Tennessee. Mike will likely work on other collexis once that is finished.

Joe Cohen, who wakopicseditor from 1973 until 1992, will be permanentilacating to Florida this fall. In
preparation for the move, he has offered to dohaecollection ofTopicsandWorld Guides Val Stegemoen
picked up that material.

On May 4, Bill & Jenn visited Betty Collins, herdther Joe
Parrish and Joe’s wife Nancy in Roanoke, VirginBetty and her
late husband Bob traveled throughout the countsjting and
photographing covered bridges. Now that Betty imased into a
smaller residence, she is downsizing and has dorae covered
bridge photo albums to the Society.

We received a donation of slides taken by Harr{d®23-2008)
and Virginia Davies (1926-2012) during their visits covered
bridges thoughout the country. Their three daught®ecky, Patty
and Pam — offered the slides to us so others @ty them.

Yo,
-y

";Betty Colins of Ronok, Virinla, ith

We were contacted by Mike Mulligan, President & Reilroad Bill & Jenn as she donated her covered
Museum of South Florida in Fort Myers who has bserting the bridge photos to the Society’s archives.
photograph and stereo slide collection of Jeanrekatin of Cape Photo by Nancy Parrish.

Coral, Florida. Ms. Hickam passed away in Janu0$l. He
offered to send us the covered bridge portion efdbllection. We accepted his offer and receiveditems in the
mail.

6! * o 12 12 32 32

As we begin the process of preparing the Weirld Guide to Covered Bridgewe have decided to donate
some of the remaining copies of the 2009 editiolibraries in states which have covered bridgesnddions have
been offered to states where they could be delivarighout incurring shipping costs to the Societ§o far
Pennsylvania and Massachusetts libraries have wctépe offer. Bob Watts delivered the copieseadalistributed
to Massachusetts libraries. Bill & Jenn Caswelivéeed Guidesfor Pennsylvania libraries to Jim & Gloria
Smedley. The Smedley’'s, along with Bob & Judy Kwaet delivered them to Harrisburg for distribution
throughout the state. Members at our meetings haga distributing them to libraries in New Hampshi
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The March meeting was held at the Warner, New Haimpdvasonic Lodge with 21 members and guests
present. Being the first general meeting sinceolet there were many items to be covered on thadsy Most
of them are discussed in separate articles withis Nlewslettersuch as the distribution of World Guides to
libraries, status of NSPCB bridge projects, archiupdate, the (at the time) upcoming Kentucky cedédaridge
trail meeting, annual meeting details and painthghe Contoocook, NH, covered railroad bridge. hbmor of
Dick Roy’s many years of service to the Societyiae president, director and historian, a motiors weade and
approved to call the archives room in Penacook, Nampshire, the Richard Roy Room.

H# -

April's meeting was held at the Brigham Hill BamGrafton, Massachusetts. We had a good meetithg20i
members and guests in attendance. In additioneméws items mentioned elsewhere within Mesvsletter the
meeting also included a donation, presentation amgrise birthday party. Wayne Wunschel of Marimwa,
donated his late mother’s collection of covereddgeiitems including framed pictures, paintingsao@c items and
other collectibles. Meeting attendees helped tleéras to the items in exchange for monetary donatio the
Society’s Archives fund. After the business megtias ajourned, attendees arranged an impromghdby party
for Recording Secretary Joye Olson. She was cdaipleurprised. After the singing, congratulatiarsl cake
distribution, President Bill offered a presentatimm the covered bridges to be visited during thegdn tour in
August.

Thank you Wayne Wunschel (right) for

i I
your donation. Photo by Bob Watts. Happy Birthday Joyet

Group photo by Rosa Walrath.

# 12 -

The staff of Hyde Hall Mansion near Cooperstown,,Ntave invited us to their facility for our monthly
meeting on September 24 The mansion is part of Glimmerglass State P&kgawith the Hyde Hall covered
bridge, the oldest covered bridge in the country.

There is no cost to attend the meeting althoughrguyistration is necessary to enter the park witipaying the
admission fees. If you are planning to attendrtieeting, please let Bill Caswell know at the enmailpostal
addresses on page 2. Tours of the mansion, whichsaally $15 per person, will be reduced to &frOnfieeting
attendees.

% 27 +

To help spread the word about our mission, theddati Society for the Preservation of Covered Brigldec.
has a Facebook page. The page is used for stanirent bridge related news and Society meetirgyiétion. If
you use Facebook, visit us_at http.//www.facebamk/inispch. “Like” our page and share it with youerids.
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by Bill Caswell

Last fall, about 20 NSPCB members joined a numbgr = 7 —
Commonwealth and local officials for the announcemeof
Kentucky's Covered Wooden Bridge Trail. Since tleenommittee
consisting of members of the various Covered Wooggige _ pea
Authorities throughout Kentucky, tourism represénés and local &+
officials have begun the process of making thi éraeality. '

The committee held a productive meeting on March $@me of (=72,
the issues discussed included development of @seaft Kentucky’s ENTUCKY OVERED
tourism website dedicated to the Trail, reviewinfpimation on the §&& & & WOODET';AT'DGE
thirteen covered bridges for accuracy of detaillsating a Facebook )
page for Trail information and availability of simge. Since
members of the Buffalo Trace Covered Wooden Briélghority were present, concerns were also raisedisthe
condition of the Grange City Bridge.

On May 1, some of the committee members were abheetet with us in Flemingsburg. They summarized th
March meeting and provided an update on work dam==ghen. | offered some research | have beerpitiown
with help from Joseph Conwill and Walter Laughlim.also submitted some corrections to informationtbe
Tourism Department’s website. The next meeting & June 19 in Flemingsburg. Another meeting Wwél
scheduled in Washington County next winter.

| presented a letter to the Buffalo Trace Coveresb@én Bridge Authority on behalf of the Societyesting
the importance of stabilizing the Grange City Badagfore it is too late. The lower chord on thethneest corner
has deteriorated to the point where it is not gimg adequate support at that abutment. Compduatdntith the
erosion taking place at the north abutment ancetisea real potential for the bridge to collapsthat point. They
will pass this information along to the Buffalo TeaArea Development District.

As an emergency measure, Arnold Bn offered to install the steel truss presentlypsuting the Beech Fork
Bridge once that project is completed in the f&8Imilar measures were taken at the Cabin CreedgBrivhere the
steel truss supported the structure until fundirag \@vailable for a complete restoration. Megt@r suggested
that the group look into the availability of toledlits to help fund this project.

B Y e v.:: > = ‘:M A5 2 ‘; = N
Views of the north end of the Grange City Bridgeveihg the erosion behind the abutment.
Without support behind the abutment it is more sp8ble to collapse.
Note how the foreground portion of the truss intilgét photo is shifted to the left of the backgndportion. This is in the
area where lower chord is broken.

Photos by Bill & Jenn Caswell, May 1, 2017
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by Bill Caswell

Our summer tour will take place August 2628 (S#yrMonday) and will be based out of the Villagee&r
Resort in Cottage Grove. They have offered uamrate of $109/night for their deluxe rooms whilbout 1/3
off of their normal August rates. The deluxe rooare outfitted with a fireplace, private gardenigand
refrigerator. Note that all rooms in the resog aon-smoking. The room rate includes a contindmémakfast each
morning with the usual breads and cereals plus flevmaker and hard-boiled eggs. Village Green has
restaurant on premises and lounge with live ernterant
every night.

To make reservations, call 541-942-2491 and telitlyou
are with the "National Society of the PreservatidrCovered
Bridges" to get the room block and rate. Our blotkooms is
only being held until July 25 so we recommend that
reservations are made before then. If you haveddfigulty
making reservations, please feel free to contacFtiont Desk
Manager at 541-767-4009. If you are only stayimgAugust
25-28, you can make your reservations online
https://reservations.moonstonehotels.com/irmnetilagpx?re
sort=12. Enter the Group ID & Password when praupt
Both are: NSPCB.

Travel Lane County which covered nearly half of ttust, a
20-passenger mini-bus will be available to transgome of
the group. The cost for bus transportation fottake days will
be $55 per person. A registration form is includedthis
mailing. We encourage you to take advantage of ihe
service if possible to reduce the number of vebidle the
caravan and simplify parking at the bridges.

i R i P e S

Since most of you planning to attend will be fromt of Nl - SRR T S
town, the nearest airport is in Eugene, a half leway. The Mosby Creek Bridge
Eugene airport is served by Alaska Airlines, Albei Lane County, Oregon

American Airlines, Delta and United. The next balsernative
is the Portland airport which tends to have lowdaees and is served by all major airlines, bu2% hours away.

For those who have never visited Oregon’s covemadés,
one thing that will certainly get your attentiontie massive size
) 4 of the structures. Many were built to bear theghtiof logging
________ L «\v  trucks which frequent the roads throughout the amgi
, (W L, Structurally, they resemble the railroad covereiddas of New
Hampshire and Vermont more than the smaller rurattires of
the eastern states.

Another thing you will notice is that the bridgese amuch
younger than the ones we Easterners are used tet waather,
insects and heavy traffic take their toll on thadfpes. Many are
replacements for earlier covered bridges at ttoaiations. Also,
i 525 ¢ due to the prevalence of high quality timber, wood®idges

Larwood Bridgé continued to be built in Oregon long after othettpaf the country
Linn County, Oregon had switched to steel and concrete.
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The first two days will focus on eastern Lane Cgunmhile the
third day will be a journey into Lane and Marioruaties. The list
of bridges to be visited is on the insert. Someworthy examples
include:

the Pengra Bridge which has the longest known timbe
for an existing covered bridge. The lower chords a
single sticks of wood 16" x 18" and 120 feet long!

the Office Bridge which is Oregon’s longest at 186t.
the Goodpasture Bridge which is the state’s secor®
longest at 165 feet and one of the most photogdaphe
the Lowell Bridge is an excellent example of Lan =~
County structures with a wonderful interpretivepiy Lowell Brlae
about the bridge’s history. Lane County, Oregon

Cottage Grove officials and the Chamber of Commenee =
excited that we will be visiting the area. Thewédarganized a fk
barbeque dinner on the new Chambers Railroad Briftge
Saturday evening. This will be a great opporturfity us to
interact with the residents of Cottage Grove aneap the word
about our organization.

If you are interested in participating, pleasentet know and |
will add you to my list for updates. Send an entailme at
wscaswell@yahoo.com or, for those of you who predat paper
letters over email, send your postal address toGikwell at the
address on page 2.

e

New Cham‘gerg Ralroad Brld
Lane County, Oregon

I# 6!

This section lists updates since the previous redtes! For a complete list of changes, please tisiwebsite
at www.coveredbridgesociety.org and click on ther/Guide link.

On April 15, the Cedar Bridge in Madison Countyy# was a victim of arson. Since it is not yetwndf the
structure is salvageable or if it has truly beest,love are not suggesting it be removed from theld\@uide until
we have more information.

Page 39, Frederick County, Maryland, update britdgaber and construction date, bridge rebuilt withstly
new wood

20-10-02#2 Roddy Road Bridge Built2017

Page 60, Adams County, Ohio, correct coordinatéseoHarshaville Bridge, 35-01-02, to N38° 54.4088°
32.62'

Page 114, Juniata County, Pennsylvania, deletBithensville Bridge, 38-34-02, collapsed on April 2017.

Page 155, Giles County, Virginia, delete C.K. Rdgladridge, 46-35-03, destroyed by windstorm on dat,
2017.
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constructed inside the bridge for additional suppoRoof and siding will be
repaired at the same time. The project’s $630¢@ will be funded through the#
county’s special purpose local option sales take ridge is very busy carrying
7,000 to 10,000 vehicles per day.

(Marietta Daily Journal, April 9, 2017. Photo billEEaswell)

The 'Friends of the Concord Covered Bridge' haadexi a web site for this bridge and the surroundistoric
district in order to develop community interesttire bridge and its history with long-term preseivatn mind.
The URL is http://concordcoveredbridge.org This is a non-commercial web site, created esgbyefor the
purposes of protecting and preserving the last reavbridge in use in the Atlanta area. The briggeegularly
facing threats of replacement with a modern stmactihe new Atlanta Braves Stadium is nearing cetign on
the same road, about 5 miles away which is notggrhelp matters.

(Received from Philip Ivester, March 14, 2017)

D

+

The Milroy Covered Bridge (WG #14-45-01) was counsted by noted bridge builder Archibald M. Kennedy
& Sons in 1878. It was moved to the Lake Countydgfaunds by the Works Progress Administration 933 after
it was purchased for $25 by then Crown Point Magot. John Wheeler. County officials are planniadégin a
major restoration of the bridge after the clos¢hefannual Lake County Fair in August. Work wiltiude repairs
to the stringers and floor beams, the superstre@od deck planking to increase
g_ the bridge's weight load capacity.

The roof will be replaced, along with the sidingThe bridge will be
repainted and minor asphalt and concrete workheilcompleted to the decking
as well. Workers will attempt to reuse as muckheforiginal wood as possible
during the restoration. The intent is to be ablepen it to light traffic such as
Crown Point's Molly the Trolley. The project is exqped to take three to four
months to complete.

(Chicago Tribune, April 25, 2017. Photo by AndybiRean)

2 7/ S

County commissioners accepted an offer to fundepairs
to the Rob Roy bridge (WG #14-23-03) in FountainuQly i
from an anonymous donor. Work is underway to mefiae
damage caused by water at one end of the strucAceording
to the Friends of Rob Roy Facebook page, there
periodically be a drone (UAV) in the area of thaédbe to
capture video of the progress. The right photo shome of the
rotted timbers that was removed.

(Photos from the Friends of Roby Roy Bridge Faoéqmage, March 29, 2017)
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Work on the Shieldstown Bridge (WG #14-36-02) i stalled. The bridge
has been wrapped in plastic to protect it from weather, but the covering i
tattering as time goes by. We include it so ittifsrgotten.

(Update from Andy Rebman, President, Indiana Ged/@ridge Society. Greg McDuffie Photo.)

In 2002, the Cedar covered bridge was lost to arsAnreplacement
bridge was built in 2004. Sadly, the replacemeitige was lost to arson on
April 15, 2017. The Madison County Sheriff's Officeceived a report of
the fire at the Cedar Bridge at about 6 a.m. Tladgkrwas fully engulfed by
the time fire crews and law enforcement got to shene, according to a
news release from the Madison County Sheriff'sdeffi

=, Two teenagers - Joel Davis of Norwalk, lowa (18)l #texander Hoff
of West Des Momes (17) _were arrested shortlgrdfte fire. Both were charged with first-degresoa, but the
charges were later amended to second-degree aBorMay 1, Davis entered a plea of not guilty. Hial is
scheduled to begin July 18. On May 2, it was anoed that a third teenager, Alivia Marie BergmaifirDes
Moines (19), was arrested in South Carolina ongdmiof second-degree arson and first-degree cirimmizghief
in connection with fire. She is awaiting extraglitiback to lowa. The sheriff says no more arrastsexpected in
the case. He has not released any motive for gumar

(News compiled from many sources. Photo by Bob itam March 22, 2017)

7 # o+ +

In September 2015, the Wilkinson covered bridge (¥MG-17-A) in Rock
Falls was closed after an annual inspection idedtib number of problems
The structure has been straightened and reinforead,beams have been put .
and the approach ramps have been repaired. Thégemwst about $90,000
Funding was provided by the Cerro Gordo County BazrSupervisors; Cerrg
Gordo County Conservation Board, a number of fotioda and private .
donations. The original bridge was constructedvblyinteers in 1969. It wa
heavily damaged in a fire in 1997 and rebuilt bjunteers in 1998. ‘

(Mason City Globe Gazette, May 8, 2017. Bob HamilPhoto)

8 !'79 D
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progressing on the truss members and abutmentsy vikgght requwements :
forced the replacement of the lower chords. Soetertbrated vertical posts EE&
needed to be replaced and others had to be replactommodate the larger
lower chord. The camber of the bridge has beeunstatj and a portion of the &
west wingwall was repaired to improve support. Wds expected to be &
completed late this year.
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The new Roddy Road Covered Bridge (WG #20-10-02#&3r
Thurmont, Maryland is complete and was openedaiffi¢cron April 17,
2017. Fitzgerald Heavy Timber Construction bunk hew structure.

The bridge was closed last June after an oversigbitle damaged
the previous bridge beyond repair. Headache bare been added to
help protect the new bridge from future vehicladeats.

In addition to the bridge reopening, the Roddy R&adk opened
, too with a parking lot, swings, and walking trailr fall of the town of
Thurmont and visitors to enjoy. The total costla# construction was
nearly $150,000.

(Information from the Roddy Road Facebook page\&htAG-TV Newscast, April 17, 2017.
Photo by Jim & Gloria Smedley, April 28, 2017)

# +

The group working to rebuild Whites Bridge subndten application
to Michigan DOT for the additional $375,000 neefledthe project. The
design has been modified so that the floor beamsheadle a 54,000 I
tandem truck. That's a significant increase oher ¢apacity of the ol
bridge. The increased capacity is all out of sightf we didn't tell SNNNN\N"ssI77
anyone, no one would know.” B —--e—

(Rebuild Whites Bridge Facebook Page, May 2, 2@hoto by Bill & Jenn. Caswell)

“# 9 D

The New Hampshire Division of Historical Resourtebboking for
donations to help pay for painting of the Contodc&ailroad Bridge
(WG #29-07-07) in Contoocook. The bridge was bjithe Boston &
Maine Railroad in 1889 and is the oldest remairingered railroad
bridge. The project will cost about $50,000. Argrfor $10,000 has
been obtained from the state’s Moose Plate progvhioh offers grants
to cultural preservation projects. Donations taigathe project can be
sent to the Park Street Foundation with "ContoocGokered Bridge"
in the memo field. Send the check or money order Park Street
Foundation, 20 Park St., Concord, NH 03301.

(Information & Photo from Bill & Jenn Caswell)
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By the time you read this, Arnold M. Gon Associates will have begun repairs on the AahdRridge (WG
#32-56-05) in Ulster County, New York. The bridggginally spanned the Beaverkill in the town ofrtenburg.
In the 1930s it was taken apart and moved to #sent location at the Ashokan Center. Ashokan385aacre
environmental education organization with facifiti®er weddings, conferences and retreats. Thegrajcludes
replacing a number of floor beams, repairing lattemds and buttresses as necessary, repairing apgdower
lateral bracing, replacing roof shingles and a nemnds other tasks.

(Information fromArnold Gr ton Associates and the Ashokan Center Wepbsite

7

Trish Kane Photo Michael Chorazy Photo
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Substantial work is scheduled to begin on the ndeniiim Covered Bridge by the time you read this.
Construction crews were expected to begin the ramaivthe western bridge abutment in April. Theation of a
new, reinforced support abutment is expected toopepleted in May. The removal of the eastern laridgutment
and erection of a new abutment is slated for May dume. The on-site assembly of the replacemerdred
bridge is expected to take up the remainder oféa& from July through December. The bridge walldompleted
and then placed by crane on top of the two newgbrabutments. Completion of this phase by theoélde year
will depend largely on streambed conditions durthg summer and weather conditions in November and
December. Work in 2018 will include the instaltatiof concrete sidewalks, fences, and railings, thedfinal
landscaping and cleanup of the site. The projelsicivis completely funded by FEMA, is expected éodomplete
by July 2018.The total project should be built for $8 million less. The construction portion will be about $@&ilfion.

(Cobbleskill Times-Journal, March 21, 2017)
09
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The Wyandot County Board of Commissioners accepiex bids
totaling more than $1 million for renovations tcetfParker Covered
Bridge (WG #35-88-03#2) and Swartz Covered Bridgy&s(#35-88-05).
80 percent of the funding will come from a fedegwhnt from the
Transportation Alternative Program, 15 percent wél provided by the
Ohio Department of Transportation’s Toll Revenueedir and the
remaining 5 percent is the county’s responsibilitfhe projects will
include work on the roofs and siding of both brislgeThe work is

expected to begin this summer and the bridgesheilclosed until the
projects are completed. Swartz Bridge, Scott Wagner Photo

(WKTN-TV, May 2, 2017)
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Thanks to Bill Cockrell, President Covered Bridgeeigty of Oregon, for providing Oregon updates.
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The Bilyeu family has offered to donate an acreheir property
near the Hannah Covered Bridge (WG #37-22-02) ¢ocibunty for
construction of a park. Linn County officials hastated that it will
be similar to a park near the Larwood Bridge whiels picnic tables,
BBQ grills and pit toilets.

(Albany Democrat-Herald, March 28, 2017)

67 / # o+ + : e
Hannah Bridge, Linn County

The Linn County Road Department will oversee repair the  Bill & Jenn Caswell Photo, February 1, 2017

Gilkey Covered Bridge (WG #37-22-04) this summeWork is

expected to run from June to late October, andctis is to be funded through the Oregon Departnoént

Transporation’s local bridge program. The projeatesigned to bring the structural capacity oflihdge up to 40

tons, which will support the crossing of truckss durrent capacity is six tons. Bids for the pobjwere opened on

May 2 and Delta Construction of Eugene is the aapdow bidder at $1,639,252

The project will include installing new pressureeted timber bottom truss chords; making epoxyirepa
damaged existing top timber chords; adding stakd plates on existing top timber chords to increstsength;
installing a new timber roof truss, structural memtband cedar shingle roofing; installing a newbgmdeck and
historic timber guard rail; new timber siding; ngaint; and new bridge approach spans. Becauseaiotenance
issues with the existing timber and concrete abatsand pier, they will be replaced with new reiném concrete
and steel ones.

The Hannah, Larwood, Short and Hoffman have akitest work over the past five years with enginegrin
design, contract administration and constructi@péttion completed by the Linn County Engineertadf s

(Albany Democrat Herald, March 15 & May 4, 2017hoBbs by Bill & Jenn Caswell, February 1, 2017)

=8
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After years of neglect and unsuccessful attemptsréserve the bridge, thEi
inevitable outcome has finally become a realityhe Dimmsville Bridge (WG
#38-34-02) collapsed on April 11. The 109" BurrcArstructure over Cocolamujgie:
Creek was built in 1902. The road bypassed theégbrin 1964. It had beei@i{f
mostly abandoned since then. Attempts to prestveebridge and stabilize th@#
failing abutment were hindered by disputed owngrsbf the structure ancys :
inability to access to the property surrounding Member Pat Cook visited thd
site in late April and reported that the remaingehlaeen removed from the strear

(News provided by Stephanie Bates. Bill CaswettBh
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Pennsylvania DOT is working on plans to repair fheibelbis
Covered Bridge (WG #38-06-07) in Berks County. pkesent, the
plans include replacement of the concrete-encasee sbutments with
new concrete abutments and replacement of therigigimber floor
support system with steel beams. NSPCB sent er lait the DOT
which was presented at a Novembe hieeting to review the historic
impacts of the project. On April 11 we were neiifithat they still
&% consider that replacing the floor system with stesims will “have no

| adverse effect” to the historic integrity of theusture.

nn 11"“ *11 ++

On March 29, the Harmony Hill Bridge (WG #38-15-1(ar West
Chester was closed after being damaged. A spokeawdor Chester
County stated that the vehicle apparently lost robribside the bridge
and “caused severe internal structural damage.’e bidge will be
closed until repairs can be completed.

(Daily Local News, April 1, 2017. Photo by Jenns@eall)

# 7 7 o+ o+

Meadowecroft Rockshelter and Historic Village uneeilthe newly rehabilitated Pine Bank Covered Bridge
(WG #38-63-35) at a dedication ceremony on May 3xbout two dozen people, including local and cieaders,
attended the event. The 35-foot-long covered lriadghich was built in 1871, originally spanned aewaay in
Tom’s Run, Greene County, before Meadowcroft Vé#lagvner Albert Miller moved the structure to itegent
site in 1962. In additions to structural repding bridge was raised three feet.

The restoration was made possible with three gran$55,000 Keystone Historic Preservation grammfthe
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission; 80§100 Local Share grant; and a $75,000 grant from
Washington County Tourism. The work was done byderald’'s Heavy Timber Construction of Thurmond,
Maryland. Owner Dean Fitzgerald said the compdagsgembled the entire structure, laid out eachpoormt in
an adjacent field, selected which pieces coulddael uand then reassembled the bridge.

(Observer-Reporter, May 3, 2017)

6 %37
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Two years ago, the Friends of Beltzville State Parknon-profit
organization, was formed to preserve the histonck® Covered Bridge
(WG #38-13-01) within the park. The group is waoikiwith Carbon
County commissioners and other local officials takersure everything is
in order before they begin fundraising for the pobj

The bridge is in good condition. However, the gravants to repair
some deteriorated sections before they get any eworsThey have

e discovered that some of the wood is chestnut wbainot be replaced in
-&“ kind. Another variety of wood would have to be stitoted.
The bridge was built in 1841 and moved to the park971 when its original location was flooded teate
Beltzville Lake.

(Hazleton Standard-Speaker, March 14, 2017. Phw®ill & Jenn Caswell)
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Last quarter, we reported that repairs to Bitz&tiB Bridge (WG #38-36- §
04) in Lancaster County were underway. That werkidw complete and the
bridge has been reopened to traffic. :

(Reported at the Theodore Burr Covered Bridge $pébileeting, May 6, 2017.
Photo by Anita Ford)

On May 10, Lancaster County Commissioners will dedf they will
support repairs to the 1875 Neff's Mill Bridge (W#£38-36-22). The 90’
bridge over Pequea Creek carries approximatelyOly2hicles per day.
Of the county’s 22 publicly owned covered bridgdss one is in the
most serious condition. The proposed $148,200raontith Rettew
Associates will cover their engineering serviced gneparation of bid
documents. The actual construction will likely tabout $1 million and
would be scheduled for summer 2018.

(Lancaster Online, May 9, 2017. Bill Caswell Ri)ot

# 1# 1# +

Repairs to the Scott Bridge (WG #45-13-13) in Toswnds are g
nearly complete. The bridge had Town lattice spaitis arches and &&=
Kingpost span at one end. The arches were addéuwydearlier repairs &
and were found to be causing some of the receriilgms with the
structure. They have now been removed leaving ¢pens of Town
lattice truss. As of this writing, the repairsth@ Kingpost span are no
quite complete.

(Reported at Vermont Covered Bridge Society Meethgil 22, 2017. Photo by Bill Caswell)
*111 *1 o+

In early February, a WW Building Supply deliveryudk
damaged roof braces on the east side of the Westniguston
covered bridge (WG #45-13-02#2) causing an estidn&3,000 in
damages. A representative of WW Building Suppliifreal police of
the incident and will pay for the damages. Thekbmotrusses do not
impact the capacity of the bridge so it will remaipen until repair
work begins.

(The Commons, April 5, 2017. Photo by Jenn Casgwell
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On March 1, strong winds destroyed the C. K. Reymdridge (WG #46-
35-03) near Newport, Virginia. The bridge was bun 1919 and stood on
private land owned by the Thompson family. Thegl baly owned the land for
about a year and had previously talked to a comrabout repairing the bridge.
Now they are considering rebuilding it.

(WHSV-TV, April 4, 2017, Bill Caswell Photo)

-1, 1 *1 +

On March 31, the Shenandoah County Sheriff's Offesseived a report
of a hit and run at the Meem’s Bottom Bridge (W@&+#82-01). A witness
helped them identify and arrest Oleksandr GuivanGeforgia for the
incident. He is scheduled to appear in court anraber of charges on May
26. The news article stated that the bridge waealdlosed while Virginia
DOT makes repairs. Apparently those repairs haanlrompleted since
the bridge was open to traffic during Bill & Jenagwvell’s visit on May 5.

(WHSV-TV, April 4, 2017, Bill Caswell Photo)
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On March 2, pont du Collége in Saint-Onésime wased after
structural damage to the roof supports, possiblsed by the weight of
heavy snow and ice, was reported to municipal iafic The issue has
angered local residents who stated that the mualityigs not fulfilling
its agreement with the Ministry of Culture and Coomications to
contribute a minimum of $1,000 per year towardsmeaiance of the
bridge. There are also complaints that the mualitijpis not clearing
snow and ice when it builds up to excessive levés2008, the bridge
received significant repairs and was raised to cedthe potential
impacts of floodwaters.

Mayor Héléne Laboissonniere indicated that the fasf been supported to prevent its collapse angduresa
will be taken to repair the damage and reopen tiggdé. The bridge was built in 1919 or 1920 and weclared a
historic monument in 2002.

(Le Placoteux, March 3 and March 10, 2017. PhgtGérald Arbour)

1@ +H

In late April, at the request of concerned citizdres Sarre officials met with
representatives of the Ministere des Transports QMTo discuss the poor
condition of Pont de la Calamité (WG #61-02-04heTL21’ bridge was built in
1927 and has been restricted to light loads. TRENs expected to remedy the
situation in the near future.

(La Frontiere, May 2, 2017. Photo by Pierre Duff.)
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Floodwaters in the Gaspé Peninsula have damadedsattwo of its
covered bridges. The Heppel Bridge (WG #61-431 been struck
and damaged by several trees floating downriviewilll likely be closed
for the summer while repairs are made. Farthehptrees carried away
by the Petite Cascapédia have damaged the St-Bdliglie (WG #61-
10-05). The structure had received repairs lastr ynd now needs
additional work.

(TVA News, May 8, 2017.
Heppell Bridge Photo by Jean-Pascal Lemelin)

109 D

The 18th century covered bridge at @ac, in the northwestern part of Romania, is oep sloser to being
repaired. Catalin Petcu, a Romanian engineer wgrki Québec, made us aware of the bridge’s existen2012.
The bridge was constructed in 1778 and is the eualyivor of an estimated group of 14 covered bridiethe
area. The structure is in desperate need of repaie beams on the west end of the bridge aretmrthat it is in
danger of collapse. Numerous holes in the roawaltain to fall into the structure accelerating tiecay of
structural supports. The former mayor of Rac had made various attempts to obtain money pairahe
structure. He was successful in having an engimgestudy completed which identified the repairattivill be
needed. The bridge is on the List of HistoricalMdments maintained by the Ministry of Culture anatidhal
Heritage, the Romanian equivalent of America’s dlai Register of Historic Places.

Current mayor, loan Pavelea, is continuing the wajdrkis predecessor to obtain funding for the teidgVhen
Mr. Petcu informed us that Mayor Pavelea was apglyor another grant, NSPCB sent a letter of supjoorthe
project. On April 28, Mayor Pavelea posted phatbthe Minister of Culture and National Heritagedannumber
of other public officials visiting the bridge. Msater Vulpescu assured the mayor that the brid¢jeepaired.

Holes in the roof allow rain to pourBroken lower chord at the west en®ublic officials visiting the bridge
in and accelerate deterioration ofof the bridge. on April 28, 2017.
the truss members.

(Information and Photos from Catalin Petcu andhlBavelea’s Facebook page)
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